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CONSTITUTIONS, 
Rules and Regulations Governing 

The 

Sons of Veterans, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

PREAMBLE. 

We, the underr igned, male descendants 
of soldiers, sailors and marines who served 
in the Army or Navy of the United States 
during the civil struggle of 1861-1865, here
by unite and form a military Association 
for the purpose and objects hereinafter set 
forth, and Ly so doing, pledge Jurselves to 
be !'fOYerned by the Constitutions, Rules, 
RegulationA, Rules of Order and By-Laws 
which are based on the same. 

CHAPTER. I. 
ARTICLE I. 

TITI,E. 

This Association shall be known as the 
Sons of Veterans, United States of Ameri
ca. 

ARTICLE II. 
PRINCIPLES. 

SEc. 1. A firm belief and trust in Al
mighty God, and a realization that under 
His benefice11t guidance the. free mstitu-
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tions of our land, consecrated l,y the ser
vices and blood of our father,i, have been 
preRerved, and the integrity and life of the 
Nation maintained. 

SEc. 2. True allegianec to the GoYern
ment of the Uniteci States of .America, 
based upon a ret1pect for, and dPvotion and 
fidelity to, its Constitution ancl Laws, mani
fested by the discountenancing uf anything 
that may tend to weaken Loyalty, in,·itl' 
to Insurrection, Treason or Rebellion ur in 
any manner impair the efficiency and per
manency of our Xatio11al Cnion. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

OBJECTS. 

SEc. 1. To keep green the memories of 
our fathers, and their sacrifices for the 
maintenance of the Union. 

SEc. 2. To aid the members of the Grand 
Army of the Repub1ic and all honorably 
discharged Union soldiers, sailors and mar
ines in the caring for their helpless and diH
able<l veterans; to extend aid and protec
tion to their widows aud orphan,i; to per
petuate the memory and history of their 
heroic dead, and the prope1· observance of 
Memorial Day and Union Defenders 112.y. 

8Ec. 3. To ai<l and assist worthy and 
needy members of our Order. 

SEc. 4. To inculcate patriotism and Joye 
of country, not only among our ruemucr-
8hip, but among all the people of our laml, 
and to spread and sustain the doctrine of 
equal rights, universal liberty, and jn:--tiL-e 
to nil, 
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ARTICLE IV. 
ORGANIZATION. 

The several constituted bodies of the AH
sociation shall be as follows: 

First.-Of organizations, known as 
Camps; each Camp to have an appropri
ate name and number (except Davis Camp, 
of Pitttburg, Penn., which it1 to be without 
number), Jirovi<ling, however, that no two 
Camps in the same Division shall be allow
ed to use the same name or number. ~n<l 
further provided that the Division of Penn
sylvania may have duplicate numbers of 
Camps numbers, 2, 4, 9, and 33 and the Di
,·ision of New York duplicate numbers of 
Camp number 1. 

Second.-Of State Organizations known 
as Divisions. 

Tlzird.-Of the Cornmandery-in-Chief. 
ARTICLE V. 

ELIGIBILITY TO ME1IBERSHIP, 
SEc. I. All male descendants, not less 

than eighteen years of age, of deceased or 
honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or 
marim,s who served in thP Union Army or 
Xavy during the Civil War of 1861-1865, 
shall be eligible to membership, provided 
that no person shall be eligible who has 
ever been convicted of any infamous crime, 
or who has, or whose father has iwer borne 
arms against the Government of the Un
ited States of America, 



CHAPTER II, 

CAMP CONSTITUTION, 
ARTICLE I. 

FOR)!A1'!0N. 

SEC. 1. A Camp may be formed by the 
authority of the Division Commander, nct
ing by th<J direction of the Commander-in
Chief, on application made in due form, of 
not less than fifteen persons, eligible to 
membership in the Sons of \' eterans, and 
no Camp shall be recognized by the Sons of 
Veterans unless acting under a legal and 
unforfeited charter. 

SEc. 2. :Ko charter shall be surrendered 
by any Camp so long as ten members 
thereof demand its continuance, nor unle1:1s 
a proposition to surrender the charter shall 
ham been made at a Atated meeting at 
least four weeks before the time of action, 
and ten days notice in writing given to 
every member of the Camp, d1-liYered per
sonally, or by mailing such notice ad
dressed to his last known place• of resi
dence, and also to the Division Comman
der. 

SEc. 3. Camp shall rank from date of 
muster. 

ARTICLE II. 
ADMISSION TO ME)!BERSHIP. 

SEc. 1. EYery application for admission 
to membership shall be m writing, and 
shall, in detail, upon the blanks furnished 
by Commandery-fo-Ch1efheadquarter~ ;;1ve 
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the applicant's date of birth, birth-place, 
reBideuce and occupation; his ancestor's 
nawe and rank; the Company, Regiment 
or Dhip to which his ancestor belunged, 
and if unable to state the foregoing facts, 
then it shall be sufficient to state of what 
Post of the Grand Arruy of the Republic his 
ancestor was, or is a mPruber. 

DEC, 2. The application shall be present
ed at a stated meetiug, and be recowmewt
ed by a member of the < ·amp, who shall 
vouch for the applicant's eligibility. It 
shall then be referred to a committee of 
~hree, of which number the member recom
mending shall not be one, for investigation 
and report. 

Si,;c. 3. The committee shall make care
ful investigation of the facts set forth in the 
applicatiun, and the moral character and 
standing of the applicant, and shall recom
mend the election or rejection of the appli
cant, at a meeting subsequent t I their ap
pointment, by endorsement upon the appli
cation. 

DEC. 4. After the reading of the report 
the Captain shall give an OJJJJOrtunity to 
any brother having objecrions to the elec
tion of the applicant, to state the same, af
ter which a ballot with ball ballots shall 
be had. If, on a count of the ballots de
posited, it appears that not more than 
twenty are cast, and two or moro of them 
are black, the candidate shall be declare,[ 
rejected; but if more than twenty are cast, 
an nd<litional black ball for every ad'1ition
al twenty shall be necessary to reject. If a 
less number of black balls than above pro
viJed Le cast, the candi<late shall be de-
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clared elected, and no reconsideration of a 
ballot shall be had after the <Japt11in has 
announced the result thereof. But should 
the result of a ballot be unfavorable, and 
tfie Captain suspect any ll.listake, he may, 
at his discretion, before declaring the vote, 
order a second ballot, the result of which 
shall be final. 

SEc . .5. If any applicant be rejected, his 
admission fee shall b~ returned, and he 
shall not be ~gain eligible, in any Camp, 
until six months after such rejection. A 
second application nrny be made in the 
same form, and subject to the same condi
tions as the first. 

SEc. G. Each applicant, upon his elec
tion, shall be at once notified thereof in 
writing, and on presenting himself for 
membership shall be properly mnstered. 
But unle"s he present himself for mus
ter within three months from the date 
of such notice, his election shall be void, 
and all moneys which may ha,·e been re
quired by the Camp to accompany the ap
plication shall be forfeited to the Camp 
Treasury. 

SEc. i. A member-elect shall pay before 
his muster an admission fee of not less 
than one dollar and a half, which shall ac
company the application. Upon his mus
ter he shall be presented with a badge, all'i 
shall subscribe to and receive a copy of the 
Constitutions, Rules and Regulations, and 
the By-Law~ of the Camp. 
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ARTICLE II!. 
AD!.IISSlON OF BROTHERS FROM OTHER 

CAl\IPS. 
Sec. 1. A brother having a valid trans

fer-card may be admitted into any Camp, 
or re-admitted to the Camp which granted 
the transfer-card, by a three-fourths vote, 
after his name has been proposed, re
ferred and reported upon as in the ca1:le of 
an applicant for membership, or he may 
be a charter member of a new Camp; ex
cept that the fact stated in such transfer
card in respect to the applicant's eligibility 
by virtue of his ancestor's military service 
shall be treated as conclusi ,·e of such fact; 
and, if such applicant be elected, he shall 
be admitted without re-muster- or taking 
anew the obligation. 

Sec. 2. Each Camp may establish such 
admission fees, to be paid by brothers join
ing by transfer, as they may think proper, 
not exceedi·ng the amount required for re
cruits. 

ARTICLE IV. 
LEA VE OF ABSENCE, TRANSFER AND DIS

CHARGE. 

Sec. 1. Any brother applying to his 
Camp, either in person or by letter, for a 
leave of absence, shall be granted the same 
by the Captain, attested by the First Ser
geant, under seal, and good for a sperified 
time, not exceeding six months, commend
ing him to the good offices of all brothers of 
the Order, provided he has faithfully dis
char)!;e<l all duties enjoined upon him, and 
bas paid in ddvance ali dues for the time 
specified in the leave of absence. 
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Any Camp giving relief to a needy, 
worthy, visitiug ):>rother, shall epdor,e the 
amount upon hrs leave of absence, and 
shall at once notify the Camp of which he 
is a member. 

Sec. 2. Any brother against whom no 
charges exist, and who has paid all debts, 
shall, on written application to the Captain 
of his Camp, at a stated mef>ting of the 
Camp, receive a transfer-card, duly signed 
by the Captain, attested b~• the First t-ier
geant and under seal. lf, at the expiration 
of one year, he has not been admitted. tc 
any Camp, the tran~fer-canl shall be void, 
and the holder shall be considered as hon
orably discharged from the Order. Until 
admitted into another Camp, or until sueh 
transfer becomes an honorable discharge, 
the holder thereof shall he subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Camp or Dil"ision issui1,g 
such transfer. 

Sec. 3. Any broth 0 r in good stnm 1incr 
on written applif'ation to the ·cnptain of hi; 
Camp, at a stated meeting of the same,. 
shall rereive at the next stated meetinc, an 
honorable discharge dnly signed b/' the 
Captain, attested b~• the First Si.rgeant, 
and under seal; proyi, ling that at the time 
of such application there are no pecuniary 
or other charges against him on account of 
the Camp. A brother thns discharged can 
be receirnd again only in the Fame manner 
as an applicant for original membership, 
but. upon his election he- mav be admitted 
without the ceremony of ·muster upon 
taking anew the obligation of member
ship. 
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Sec. 4. l\l~rubers of di&banded Camps 
who were in good standing at the time of 
such diosol11tion, shall receive from their 
Division Comlllander, attested by the Di
vision Adjutant, and under seal, transfer
cards, which sl1all have the same force as 
thongh granted by a Camp. 

Sec. 5. L, ave of absence and transfer
cards shall contHin a space for the signa
ture of the brother to 1rhom the same is 
granted, and leave of absence and transfer
cards shall be void unless signed by the 
holder thereof in thA presence of the 
Captain or First Sergeant of thA c,,mp 
granting the same; if granted by the Divi
sion Commander, it shall he siimed by the 
holder in hi" presen<'e, or in the presence 
of some officer or brother designated by 
the Division Commander for that purpost. 
The officer or brother in whose presence 
such leave of absence or transfer-card is 
Higned shall attest the signature of the 
holder thereof. 

ARTICLE V. 
MEETIXGS. 

Sec. 1. Stated meetings of each Camp 
shall be held at least monthly, of which 
one shall be in part regularly devoted to 
historical and patriotic exncises under 
the direction of the Chaplain, as provided 
liy the Ritual. The Camp shall be prompt
ly opened at the time specified, provided 
a quorum of members in good standing is 
present. In case tLe Captain is absent, 
the next elective offi!'er in rank shall 
as,<ume command, and if the Captain and 
First and Second Lieutenants are all 



absent, the Senior Past Captain present 
shall assume eommand. In case no PaRt 
Captain is present any member may bP 
chosen to preside by a majority of the 
members present. Provided, however, it iR 
not obligatory upon Camps to meet during 
the months of July and August. 

Sec. 2. Special meetings may be con
vened hy the Captain whenever in bis 
judgment the interests of the Camp de
mand it, and on the written request of n,,t 
less than seven members he shall promptly 
issue a call for the same. 

Sec. 3. The call shall specify the object 
for which the meeting is convened, and no 
business shall be transacted except that 
specified in·the call. 

Sec. 4. After the business of any stated 
or special meeting has been transacterl and 
the Camp closed, it shall not be re-opened 
except by general consent; but if any 
member has left the Camproom, it shall 
under no circumstances be re-opened, al
though the desire to do so may be unani
mous. 

Sec. 5. Five members qualified to trans
act business shall constitute a quorum !J.t 
any stated or special meeting. 

ARTICLE VI, 
OFFICERS. 

Sec. 1. The officers of each Camp shall 
be a Captain, First Lieutenant, Second 
Lieutenant Chaplain, First Sergeant, 
Quartermaster Serge,,nt. Sergeant of the 
Guard, Color Sergeant, Principal ::\IuRirian, 
Corporal of the Guard, Camp and Picke 
Guard, and a Camp Council, consisting o 
three elective members.· 
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Sec. 2. The officers of a Camp shall take 
rank in the order named in the first section 
of this Article. 

ARTICLE VII. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 1. The Captain, First Lieutenant, 
Second Lieutenant arnl a Camp Council 
consisting of three me!llbers, shall be 
elected at the first stated meeting in 
December, by ballot, unless a ballot be 
dispensed with by unanimous consent. 
They shall be installed into their re, pec
tive otli.ces at the first stated meeting in 
January following, and they shall hold of
ficQ until their successors are duly elected 
and installed. Notice of ~uch election 
shall be given by the First Sergeant, per
sonally or by mail, to each member of the 
Camp, at !Past five days before such elec
tion. If from anv cause the election is not 
held the first stated meeting in December, 
it shall be held at the first meeting of the 
Camp thereafter. 

No brother more than six months in ar
rears for durs, and no brother indebted to 
the Camp on account of fines, shall be en
titled to vote. until such dues and fines are 
paid. 

Sec. 2. The Captain shall, on his acces
sion to the office, appoint the Chaplain, 
the different Sergeants, the Principal Mu
sician, the Corporal of the Guard, a Camp 
and a Picket Gnard. The Captain may 
remove any officer appointed by him at 
pleasure. 

Sec. 3. A Camp may, by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present, declare va-
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cant the position of any elective officer who 
has absented himself from four consecuti,·e 
statecl meetings, provided that personal 
notice has bf>en given the delimiuent oflicer 
at least five clays hefore snch mtended ac
tion, ancl notice thereof has been given to 
the members of the Camp, at least five days 
prior, either personally or by mail. This 
section shall not apply to officers on learn 
of absence. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 1. The Captain shall preside at all 
meetings of the Camp, and ohall presprve 
order and decorum therein. He shall en
force a strict observance of the Comtitn
tion and Ev-Laws and all orders from 
proper authority, He shall decide ull ques
tions of order without debate, ~ubject, how
ever, to an appeal to the Camp. It shall 
be his duty to detail all officers and appoint 
all committees not otherwise provided for, 
sign all orders or requisitions made on the 
Quartermaster Sergeant or Camp Council 
for appropriations of money or any proper
ty of the Camp, and perform all other du
ties pertaining to his office. 

At all elections the Commanrling officer 
of the Camp shall act as Judge, -and he 
shall appoint as Tellers two members who 
are not candidates, to assist him. 

Sec. 2. The First Lieutenant and the 
Second Lieutenant shall assist the Captain 
in preserdng order and decorum in the 
Camp, and shall perform such d11ties as are 
required of them -by this Constitution, and 
the Ritual of the Order. 
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The inner entrance or door to the Camp 
shall, under the orders of the Captain, be 
in the special charge of the First Lieuten
ant. 

Sec. 3. The Chaplain shall assist in con
ducting the ceremonies pr.,scribed by the 
Work of the Order; he shall officiate at the 
opening and closing of the Camp, conduct 
burial services and the ritualistic ceremo
nies on Union Defenders' Day, as well as 
those allotted to the Sons of Veterans on 
Memorial Day, and have charge of the 
historical and patriotic instruction of the 
Order; be shall make an annnal report of 
death~ and Memorial Day services to the 
Division Chaplain at least ten days prior 
to the Annual Encampment of the Division 
and perform such other duties as are re
quired of him. 

Sec. 4. The First Sergeant shall attest 
with the seal of the Camp, all orders,com
missions, circulars, staff warrants, 1md 
other documents issued by the Captain, 
and shall, after the last regular meeting 
of thP Camp in each quarter, make out on 
blanks furnished by the Audjutant, dupli
eate quarterly reports, one copy of whi~h 
shall be forwarded to the Adjutant at 
Division Headquarters, on or before th~ 
10th day of the following month, the other 
copy to be placed on file in the Camp. He 
shall draw all requisitions upon the Quar
termaster Sergeant for the expenditure of 
money, upon the order of the Camp. and 
submit the same to the Captain for 1-iis 
approval, keeping a book for that pur
pose. 
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Sec. 5. The First Sergeant shall keep 
in books properly prepared: First, the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Camp, to 
be subscribed to by every candidate on 
becoming a member. Second, a descriptive 
book, containing the date of muster, name, 
date of birth, birth-place and residence 
of each member; also his ancestor's mili
tary record, and other facts upon which 
his eligibility to membership is based. 
Third, a minute book, in which shall be 
kept an accurate record of the proceedings 
of the meetings of the Camp, which shall 
be read at the succeeding meeting. Fourth, 
an order file book, in which shall be kept 
files of all orders issued by the Captain, 
the Commander of the Division, and the 
General Orders of the Commander-in
Chief. Fifth, a black book. in which shall 
be kept the names of all dishonorably dis
charged members of the Camp, oJ~o the 
names of all such as are published from 
time to time in Division or General Orders. 
Sixth, a roll book, in which shall he kept, 
first, a roll of the officers of the Camp, and 
a roll of members, and the signature, Post, 
name, number and location of all obligat
ed members of the G. A. R., and also the 
names of all obligat••d honorably diRcharged 
Union Soldiers of the war of 861-1865. 

Sec. 6. The First Sergeant shall con
duct the correspondence of the Camp, 
keep copies of all reports made by him, 
preserve and file all correspondence com
ing into his hands,and perform such other 
duties as pertain thereto. and upon his 
retirement from office shall promptly turn 
over to his successor the seal of the Camp, 
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and all books, papers, blanks and other 
property of the Camp in his possession. 

Sec. 7. The Quartermaster Sergeant 
shall hold such of the funds of the Camp 
as are required for its immediate use. He 
~hall hold and have charge of the property 
of the Camp not otherwise pro,·ided for; 
shall file all requisitions drawn by the 
First Sergeant, signed and approved by 
the Captain, and he shall not pay out any 
money except upon requisition in due form 
from the First Sergeant. countersigned by 
the Captain, and a receipt upon flus requi
sition shall be his voucher of authority 
and disbursement; shall keep the accounts 
between the Camp and its members; shall 
collect all moneys due the Camp, giving 
in all cases receipts therefor; shall 
notify all members in arrears; shall fur
nish the First Sergeant with the receipts 
prior to· the close of each meeting; and, at 
the next stated meeting after the close of 
each month. render to the Camp a detailed 
account of the transactions of the month, 
and the money balance in his hands. He 
~hall perform all such other duties as 
pertain to his office, and on his retirement 
from the same slrnll promptly turn over 
and deliver to his successor, who shall re
ceipt for the same, all the funds, books, 
papers and other property of the Camp in 
his possession. 

Sec. 8. The Sergeant of the Guard, the 
Corporal of the Guard, and the Camp and 
Picket Guards, shall perform such duties 
as are prescribed by the Ritual or the or
ders of the Captain. 

Set. 9. The Color Sergeant of the 
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Camp shall, unc.ler the direction of the 
Quartermaster Sergeant, ha,·e char)!e of 
and be responsible for the pre~errntion 
and safekeeping of the several tings and 
colors of the Camp. 

St>c. 10. The Principal :?IIusician i::hall. 
under thP directicn of the Quartt>rma~ter 
Dt'rgeant, h!> responsible for the pre:serrn
tion and safe keeping of thP property of 
the Camp, u:sed by its band and drum 
corps. 

Sec. 11. Xo property of the Camp shall 
be loaned, except by consent of Camp 
Council in writing, appro1·ed by the com
manding ofticer. 

ARTICLE IX. 
C.D!P COU:'>CIL. 

Sec. l. The Camp Coundl shall be 
charged ,vith the general care and super
vision of the inn:-stment of the s11rplu~ 
funds of the Camp, and shall be responsi
ble for and look after the Camp's mntrrial 
welfnre. It :shall be their duty to deYist-> 
and recommend mPasures for pre:ser\"ing 
and increa~ing the funds of the Camp; to 
make- its investments, lea:se:s :rnd other 
contracts; secure u place of meeting; :settle 
and dispose of all disputed accounts be
tween the Quartermaster Sergeant and 
members of the Camp; examine and pass 
upon all accounts and bills incurred hy 
any officer or committee of the (·amp; 
examine the books, Youchers and other 
pap('rs of the diffe1·ent officPrs at theii· 
pleasure, and all hooks nnd accounts shall 
be open to the inspection of the C'amp 
Council on demand. The Camp Council 

1 
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shall keep a record of their proceedings, 
and at the end of each quarter shall ren
der a full and complete report in writing, 
showing their transactions and financial 
condition of the Camp. 

Sec. :2 The Captain, First Sergeant and 
Quartermaster Sergeant shall not sen-e on 
the Camp Council. 

ARTICLE X. 
FINES. 

Sec. 1. Camps shall have power to pro
vide By-Laws for imposing fines for neg
lect of duty on all officers, special commit
tees or members. 

Sec. 2. For the non-payment of fines, a 
member may be suspended or dropped in 
the same manner and form as provided 
for in the case of the non-payment of 
dues. 

ARTICLE XI. 
VISITING AND RELIE~' COMMITTEE". 

The Chaplain, First Lieutenant and 
Second Lieutenant shall constitute the 
Visiting and Relief l 'ommittee of the 
Camp. They shall promptly \·isit any 
member of the Camp reported sick. They 
shall carefully keep themselves informed 
as to his circumstances and needs, if any, 
of assistance, and shall report to the 
Camp the condition of the case and their 
advice as to the same. In case that it is 
from any cause impossible for any of the 
members of the committee to visit a sick 
member of the Camp, they shall without 
delay deputize a member of the C:amp 
who can and will attend promptly and 
faithfully to the duty. 
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ARTICLE XII. 
SPECIAL cmD!ITTEES. 

The Captain shall appoint all bpedal 
committees. The per:;on first named 011 
the list shall act as chairmun, until an
other is chosen by the committee. 1'o 
membe1· shall be ttppointed to serve on 
any special committee unless presP11t at 
the time of appointment, or, if nhsent, 
has previously giYen his assent to he su 
appointed. 

The chairman shall promptly call his 
committee together, and they shall, with
out delay, transact their lmsinPss, aud 
make a report in writing, signed by a 
majority of the members. Any member 
appointed on a committee shall be ex
cused from serving, if at the time uf his 
appointment he is a member of two othn 
comp1ittees. No committee shall be fully 
discharged until all the debts legally 
contracted by it are paid. 

ARTICLE XIII. 
RELIGION AND POLITICS. 

The Order being strictly non-sectarian, 
and non-political, the introduction or dis
cussion of sectarian or political topics 
within the Camp is strictly prohibited, 
under penalty of a fine, su~pension, or ex
pulsion from the Order. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
APPLICATIOX FOR OFFICE. 

No officer or past officer of the Order 
shall, under any circumstances, affix his 
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official signature to any recommendation 
or application for a political position or 
one of a political character. 

ARTICLE XV. 
SECRECY. 

Any member who shall make the secret 
and unwritten work of the Order, or any 
part thereof, public, or shnJJ divulge the 
names of members causing the rejection 
of applicants, ·or any information as to 
the means and cause of snch rejection, or 
shall in any way divulge any of the pri
vate affairs of the Order, shall, 011 due 
conviction, be dishonorably discharged. 

ARTICLE XVI. 
RELIEF FUND. 

A Relief Fund for the assistance of 
needy soldiers, sailors and marines, and 
the widows and orphans of deceased sol
diers, sailors and marines, or relief of 
members of the Order, may be established 
by each Camp, and any donations to this 
fnnd shall be held sacred for such pur
poses. 

ARTICLE XVII, 
BY-LAWS. 

Camps may· adopt By-Laws for their 
government, subject to the approval of 
their Division Commander, and not in
consistent with the Constitutions and the 
General Rules and Regulations of the 
Order. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

DIVISION CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. ·whenever five Camps exist in 
any state or territory the same may be 
organized as a Division. "~henever there 
exbts in any state or territory a le~s 
number of Camps than five, the same 
may be attached by the Command(•ry-in
Chief to some organized Division for juris
dictional purposes. 

Sec. 2. Each Division under the direc
tion of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be 
governed by a Division Encampment, so 
long as it acts in conformity with its 
charter, and the powers gi,·en to it. 

Sec. 3. \Yhene,er there exist i11 t\\·o or 
more adjacent. states or territories fh·e 
Camps, and there are not a sufficient 
number of Camps in any one of such 
states or territories to form a D,·ision, 
the Commander-in-Chief may, in his dis
cretion, create a Division, composed of two 
or more states or territories. 

Sec. 4. Each Division shall haye power 
to establish and regulate its military organ
izations. 

ARTICLE II. 
MEMBERSHiP. 

Sec. 1. The membership of the Divison 
Encampment shall be made up as fol
lows: 

First-Its own electh-e and appointi,e 
officers ( except Assistant Inspectors and 
non-commissioned Staff) and its sitting 
Camp Captains. 
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Second-c\.ll Past Commanders-in-Chief, 
nll Past Grand Division Commanders. and 
all Past Colonels and Past Division Com
manders who have served for a full term 
of one year, or having been elected to fill 
a vacancy, shall have served to the end of 
the term, so long Qs they remain in good 
standing in their re~pectiY;, Camps. 

Third-All l'nst Camp Captains and all 
Past Camp.Commanders who have sen·ed 
fur a full term, or having bPen elected to 
fill a vaC'aney, shall have served to the end 
of the term, so long as they remain in 
good st1rnding in a Camp in the Division 
in ,vhieh they desire to vote. 

Fourtli - Representtttives elected by 
ballot by the several Camps of the Di
vision as follO\vs: One Representati,·e-at
large from each Camp, and additional 
Representatives in the ratio of one for 
every tifty members, or major fraction 
thereof. in good standing, providing that 
each Camp in the Division, whatever its 
membership, shall be entitled to at lea~t 
one Representative. 

Sec. 2. The Representatives of the sev
eral Camps to the Division Encampment. 
and an equal ntlrnber of Alternates, shall 
be nominated and chosen at the same 
time and in the same manner and form 
provided for in the election of Camp offi
cers, and they shall serYe during the year, 
commencing on the first day of January 
following. 

Sec. 3. All Delegates of the Division 
Encampment, including their Alternates, 
shall be furnished with credentials under 
seal of their respective Camps, signed by 
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medintely after the election n list of those 
entitled to seats in the Didsion Encamp
mt'nt. including Alternates, shall, 11ndn 
~ea!, be forwarded from each Camp to thP 
Adjutant of the Division, the same to be 
duly signed by the Captain nnd First Ser
geant. 

Sec. 4. Any vacancies that may occur 
in the duly elected representatfon of the 
several Camps in the Division Encamp
ment may be filled a:; any stated meeting 
of the Camp. 

Sec. 5. The number of RepresentatiYes 
to which each Camp is entitled shall be 
determined by the First Sergeant's report 
last preceding the election (September 30). 

ARTICLE III. 
MEETINGS. 

Sec. 1. There shall be an annual meet
ing of each DiYision Encampment be
tween January 1st and July 10th of each 
year. 

::lee. 2. At the said meeting provision 
may be made for the stated yearly meet
ing of the succeeding year, and a day 
(between the aboYe named dates), place 
and hour designated. Due notice of said 
meeting shall be sent to each Camp at 
least four weeks prior to the time named 
for the same. In case of failure of the 
Encampment to make such provision the 
Division Council is authorized to act. 

Sec. 3. Special meetings may be con
vened by order of the DiYision Comman
der, by and with the adyice and consent 
of the Division Council; providing that 
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no business except that named snd speci
fied in the order for such special meetings 
shall be transacted thereat. 

Sec. 4. Due notice of a proposed special 
meeting shall be given to each member of 
the Division Encampment at least two 
weeks prior to the time named for the 
same, and the notice shall set forth clear
ly the emergency and the specified bu~
ness to be ,transacted. 

Sec. 5. A majority of all the officers 
and Representatives reported present and 
entitled to vote in. the Division Encamp
ment shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of all business. 

Sec 6. The Division Commander shall 
each day during the sessions of the Divis
ion Encampment detail one member 
thereof to act as officer of the day, and 
another to act as officer of the guard. 
"'henever it shall appear that a quorum 
is not present at any session of the Divi
sion Encampment, all business shall be 
suspended until a quorum is present. The 
Division Commander shall hiwe power, 
and it shall be his duty, to cause absen
tees to be brought into the Encampment 
by the officer of the guard, and those offi
cers may make such details to assist them 
in the performance of their duties as may 
be necessary. 

ARTICLE IV, 
DIVISIOC'I OFFICERS. 

Sec. 1. The officers of the Division shall 
consist of a Didsion Commander, Senior 
Vice Division Commander, -Junior Yice 
Division Commander, a Surgeon, a Chap-
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lain, an Adjutant, a Quartermaster, anln
spect,or, a ::\lustering officer. a Judge Ad
vocate, and a Division Council of three 
elected members. 

Sec. 2. The Division Commander, Sen
ior Vice Divi,ion Commander, Junior Vice 
Division Commander, Division Council, 
Representatives to the Commandery-in
Llhief. and an equal. number of Alternates 
shall be chosen at the yearly stated meet
ing of the Division Encampment, and a 
majority of all the votes cast shall be neces· 
sary for a choice, except for member~ 
of the Division Council and Delegates to 
the Commandery-in-Chief, who may be 
chosen by a plurality vote. Such election 
shall be conducted as foliows: 

The Adjutant shall call the roll of the 
Camps numerically. When each Camp is 
railed the Captain of such Camp, or the 
Chairman of its <ielegation shall arise 
and announce th::: vote of his Camp. lf 
any member of a Camp shall re'luest it 
the names of the delegates from such 
Camp shall be called, and each delegate, 
respectively, shall then arise and an
nounce the candidate of his choice. 

Sec. 3. The officers thus elected shall 
enter upon their respective duties imme
diately upon their installation, and they 
~hull hold .office un ti! their successors are 
duly elected and installed. 

Sec. 4. Any vacancie~ which may occur 
in the elective office~ of the Division En
campment may be filled by the Division 
Council for the unexpirPd term, and in 
the meanwhile the officers next in rank 
shall, under the direction of the Division 
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Commander, perform the duties of the 
offices thus vacated. Provided, that in 
case of vacancies in the list of Alternates 
to the Commandery-in-Chief, the Division 
Commander may appoint members to fill 
the vacancies, and issue to the appointees 
credentials, in any Pmergency when it is 
impossible to convene the Division Coun 
cil according to Section 7, Article 5, Chap
ter III. 

Sec. 5. The Division Commander shall 
appoint a Surgeon, a Chaplain, an Adju
tant, a Quartermaster, an Inspector, a 
Mustering Officer, a Judge Advocate and 
a Sergeant l\Iajor. He shall nlso have 
power to detail any ofiicer, or past officer, 
in the DiYision for any special service or 
duty connected with the lr1siness of 
the IliYision. The Commander may 
remove any officer appointed by him at 
pleasure. Provided, that by a two-thirds 
vote of the members of the Annual En
campment of any Division the office of 
Quartermaster of the Didsion may be 
made elective, and that the Division En
campment may, by a t"·o-thirds vote, fix 
the term of office of the Division Quarte1~ 
master, but said term shall not be for 
more than three years; tmd said Division 
Encampment may, by a majority v0te, fix 
the location of the Quartermaster's office. 

ARTICLE V. 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 1. The Division Commander shall 
preside at all meetings of the Division 
Encampment. He shall: enforce a strict 
obedience to the Constitutions, Rules and 



l{egulations and By-Law~ of the Division, 
and shall perform such other duties as are 
incumbent upon him. 

~ec. 2. The Senior Vice Division Com
mander and Junior Vice Didsion Com
mander shall assist the Division Comman
der in the performance of his duties, and 
in his absence or disability shall a::;sume 
command, according to rank. 

Sec. 3. Duties of Adjutant: First-The 
Adjutant shall attest the approval of ap
plications for Camp Charters, and all 
charters, orders, decisions, commissions, 
rosters, circulars and other documents is
sued by the Diyision Commander. He 
shall make in duplicate, a consolidated 
report of First Sergeants' quarterly re
ports, and transmit one copy to the Adju
tant General on or before the last days of 
January, April, July nrnl October of each 
year, and file the other copy at Division 
Headq u·arters. 

1:>econd-The Adjutant shall preserYe 
the record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the Dfrision Council, and 
shall make and preserve an accurate re
cord of the annual and nil special meet
ings of the Division. He shall, before ali 
meetings of the Division, prepare a roll of 
all brothers entitled to a Yote therein, and 
shall ,;ubmit, for the information of those 
present ut the annual meeting, a written 
or printed report of the business tran,..act
ed by him during his term of office. 

Tlzird-The Adjutant shall keep in 
books properly prepared, first, a regi~ter 
of member~, in which shall be entt>rt>d the 
date of the upproval of each upplicntiou 
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for Camp Cha.rt.er, date of mtrnte1· of 
Citmp, the names of the Charter members 
as shown by the lliusteringofficer's report, 
and the names of all subsequent members 
as they are reported each quarter by the 
First Sergeants. Second, a roster of officers, 
in which shall be entered each year the 
names of all Division officers and Camp 
officers. Third, a commission record, in 
which shall be recorded the names of all 
brothers to whom commissions are issued 
by the Division Commander, the date of 
the same, the <late of rank, and the expira
tion of the same. Fourth, a dispensation 
record, in which shall be recorded all dis
pensations issued by the Division Com
mander. Fifth, a black book, in which 
shall be entered the names of all dishonor· 
ably discharged members as published in 
General Orders. •Sixth, a cash book, in 
which shall be kept an account of all 
moneys received at Division headquarters 
for charter fees and per capita tax. He 
shall immediately turn over to the Quarter
master all m/)ney received by him belong
ing to the DiviBion. taking hiB receipt 
therefor in the cash book. Seventh, a 
requisition book, from which shall be 
drawn all requisitions upon, the Quarter
master for the expenditure of money, the 
same to be approved by the Division Com
mander. 

Fourth-The Adjutant shall keep copies 
of all reports made by him, and shall file 
and preserve all correspondence coming 
into his hands and perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by law. Upon 
his retirement from offke he shall turn 
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over to bis euccessor the seal of the Di
v1s10n, all books, papers, Llanks and other 
property of the Division in his posseB
sion. 

Sec. 4. The Division Quartermaeter 
shall receive, receipt and hold in the name 
of the Division Commander all moneys 
belonging to the Division. He ~hall also 
be the custodian of all supplies and other 
property of the Division not otherwise pro
vided for. He shall order all supplies for 
the Division, upon order of the Division 
Commander, countersigned by the Adju
tant. He shall fill all requisitiont! for 
supplies from Camps and other sources. 
He shall not pay out any money except 
upon requisition in due form from the Di
vision Commander, conntersigned by the 
Adjutant, and shall quarterly render in. 
Di vision Orders a detailed account of the 
receipts and expenditures for the quarter 
preceding, together with the cash value of 
all supplies on hand. He shall perform 
such other duties as pertain to his office. 

Sec. 5. The other officers of the Division 
shall, under the orders and direction of the 
Dfrision Commander, perform the duties 
pertaining to their respective offices, and 
such other duties as circnmHtances m:w 
require of them. • 

Sec. 6. The Division Council shnll, im
mediatelv after their installation. mPet nnd 
elect a Chairman and Clerk. They shall 
enter upon their duties immediately after 
the adjournment of the meeting at which 
they were chosen, and they shall hold 
office until their suceessors arP dulv elect
ed and installed. They shall, with their 
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advice and counsel, aid and assist the 
Commander of the Division in the per
formance of his duties. They shall be 
charged with the general care, control and 
,mpervision of the funds of the Division, 
and shall be responsible to and look after 
all its material interests. They shall 
devise and recommend such measures a;s 
will enable the Division to meet all its nec
essary expenditures, and shall examine 
and pass upon all accounts and bills in
curred by any and all officers and commit
tees of tbe Encampment. They shall ex
amine all the books, vouchers and other 
papers of all the different officern of the 
Division, and shall audit all their ac
oounts. They shall keep a full and detailed 
record of all their proceedmgs, and shaJl 
present a complete report to .the Division 
Encampmeut, at each stated yearly meet
ing of the same, and at such other times 
as the Division l;ommander may direct. 

Sec. 7. The Division Council shall have 
one stated meeting each year; the same to 
be held prior to and at the same place as 
that of the stated yearly meeting of the 
Division Encampment. Special meetings 
of the Division Council may be convened 
bv the Divh,ioi1 Commander. at such times 
and places within the Division limits as he 
may direct; providing that due notice of 
the same shall be sent to each member of 
the Council at least five dayA prior to the 
time named for the meeting, and the notice 
shall set forth the emergency and the busi
negs to be transacted. 

Sec. 8. Two members of the Division 
Council shall constitute a quorum at any 
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meeting of the same, at which business is 
to be transacted, 

Sec. 9. Questions requiring the official 
vote of the Division Council may be sub
mitted by the Division Commander by 
printed blanks for that purpose, except 
for the election to fill vacancies. 

ARTICLE VI. 
C011:hlITTEES. 

Sec. 1. At the yearly stated meeting of 
the Division Encampment the Division 
Commander shall, on his accession to the 
office, appoint such standing committees, 
if any, as he may deem necessary, and at 
the same time, or during his term of otlice, 
he shall appoint such other special commit
tees as he ma(Y require for any particular 
·service. 

Sec. 2, All committees shall consist of 
not less than three nor more than five 
members, and the Commander shall fill 
vacancies in same as occasion requires. 

Sec. 3. The person first named on the 
list shall act ati chairman of any standing 
or special COlll111ittee until another is 
chosen hy the committee, and no com-
111ittee shall be finally discharged until all 
the debts legally contracted by it are set
tled and paid. 

RTICLE VII. 
BY-LAWS. 

Division Encampments may adopt By
Laws for their government, subject to the 
approval of the Commander-in-Chief, not 
inconsistent with the Constitutions, General 
RuleR and Regulations of the Order. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Opening of the Encampment in ,Jue 
form. 

2. Roll call of officers. 
3. Announcement of Committer> on 

Credentials, of which the Adjutant shall 
be chairman. 

4. Report of Committee on Creden
tials. 

ii. Roll call of members duly accredit-
ed. 

Ii.· Appointment of committees con-
sisti11g of five members each, as follows: 

Committee on Ritual, 
Committee on Resolutions, 
Committee on Reports of Officers, 

Whose duty it shall be to distribute among 
tlie remaining committees the recommen
dations contained in reports of officers which 
fall within their respective jurisdictions. 

Committee on Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations. 

7. Reports of officers, commencing 
with that of Division Commander. 

8. Unrinished business appearing on 
the Minutes to be taken up in order. 

9. Reception and reference of com
rnunications from Camps, to be called ac
cording to number. 

10. Reception and reference of com-
municationA from indiYiduals. 

11. Report of the Division Council. 
12. Reports of Committees. • 
13. New Business. 
14. Election and lnRta]lation of Otti· 

l't'l'S, 
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15. At the second and each succeeding 
session, the minutes of the preceding 
session shall be read immediately after 
the opening ceremonies. This ~hall also 
be done before the closing exerci~es at 
the last session. Communications to anv 
,·ummittee ~hall be in writing, and shail 
be referred without debate. 

This order of business may be suspend
Pd at any time for a definite purpose by a 
th.ree-fourths vote of the Encampment, to 
be taken without debate, except that the 
f'lection and installation of officers shall 
not be taken up until the regular order of 
business prior thereto has been completed. 
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CHAPTER. IV. 

Connnandery-in-Chief Constitution. 
ARTICLE I. 

POWERS AXD AUTHORITY. 

Sec. 1. The Commandery-in-Chief shall 
be the supreme source of power for the 
Sons of Veterans. It shall make all need
ful rules and regulations to insure a uni
form system of government, and the per
manency and continued success of the 
Order. To this end, no form of govern
ment, either gei;ieral or local, shall be 
considered as legally established until 
the same .has been submitted to and duly 
approved by the Commandery at a stated 
yearly meeting of the same. The Com
mandery, through itl:l proper oflieers, from 
time to time, shall publish all necess:1ry 
orders, give all detailed instructions necel:l
~ary to maintain uniformity and for tlie 
further information and guidance of all 
l'oncerned, and shall make it its special 
,lntv to see that in al1 the different 
hra11ches of the Order the same are faith
fully and fully complied with. 

Sec. 2. The Commandery-in-Chief shall 
act as a final Court of Appeals from all Or
ders, decisions and rulings of the Comman
,ler-in-Chief, and the determination of sucl, 
an appeal at any meeting of the f'omman-
1!ery-in-Chief shall n0t be subject to review 
,1t any subsequent meeting of the Commnn
,lery-in-Chit>f. 
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~!E)lBERSHIP. 

Sec. l. 'l'he wemberRhip of the Coru
mandery-in-Chief shall be ma,le up as fol-
lows: 

First-Its own electiYe and appointive 
otticers and life-members, excevt Special 
Aides and Aides-de-Camp, Assistant ln
Rpector Gi>nerals aml Xon-Connuissioned 
Staff. 

Second-Of nil Past Commanders-in-
Chief who served for a full term of one 
year, or haying been elected to fill a va
cancv, shall have served to the end -of the 
terni. so long as they mlly remain in good 
st,mding in their respective Camps. 

'J'lzird-Of all Past Commanders of the 
several Grand Divisions who have served 
for a full term of one year, or having been 
elected to fill a vacancy, shall have servP<l 
to the end of the term, so long as they 
remain in goo<l standing; in their respec
tive Camps. 

Fourth-Of all ~itting Division Com
manders, and of all l'ast Colonels and Past 
Commanders of the several Divisions who 
have served for a full term of one year, 
or haYing been elected to fill a vacancy, 
shall have served to the end of the term, so 
long as they remain in good standing in 
their respectiye Camps. 

Fifth-Of one representati,e at large 
from each Division of the Order. 

Sixth-Of Representatives elected bv 
the several Divisions in the ratio of one 
for every 500 members in good standing, 
and an additional representative for u 
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linal fractiuu of more than one-half of 
that number, providing that each Division 
having less than 500 members, in addition 
to the Delegate at large, be entitled to 
one Representative. 

Sec. 2. The Representatives duly elect
f'd from the sewiral Divisions to the Com
mandery-in-Chief with an equal numbf'r 
of Alternates, shall serve for one year. 

Sec. 3. All delegates to the Command
ery-in-Chief, including their Alternates, 
shall be furnished with credentials, under 
seal, and signed by the proper Division 
officers, and immediately 11fter the elec
tions a list of those entitled to seats in the 
Commandery, including Alternates, shall, 
1111der seal and signed as above stated, be 
forwarded to the Adjutant General. 

Sec. 4. The number of representativeR 
to which each DiYision is entitled in the 
Commandery-in-Chief shall be deter
mined by the Adjutant's report next pre
ceding thei1· election. 

Sec. 5. The Commandery-in-Chief shall 
not elect Constitutional Life Members, . 
and the name of any such member who 
shall, at any time, lose his membership in 
the Order shall be stricken from the roll 
of the Commandery-in-Chief. 4 

ARTICLE III. 
MEETINGS. 

Sec. l. The;e shall be an annual meet
ing of the Commandery-in-Chief in the 
month of August or September of each 
year. 

::lee. 2. At said meeting prons10n may 
lie made for the stated yearly mretiufi of 



the succeeding year. In case of failure uf 
the Encampment to make fmch provi~ion 
the Council-in-Chief is authorized to act. 

Sec. 3. Due notice of the stated yearly 
meeting shall be sent to each Division 
Headquarters and to each member of the 
Commandery, at least six weeks prio!." to 
the time nnmed for the same, and due no
tice of any change in the time named for 
said meeting shall lie promptly made pub
lic. 

Sec. 4. Special meetings may be con
vened by ·order of the Commander-in
Chief by and with the consent of the 
Council-in-Chief, providing that no busi
ness except that named and specified in 
the order fo--: such special meetings, shall 
be transact.eel thereat. 

Sec. 5. A majority of all the officers 
and representatives repo1·ted preseut and 
entitled to a vote in the Commandery-i11-
ChiPf ~hall constitute a qnornm for the 
I ransaction of all business. 

Sec. 6. The Commander-in-Chif'f shall 
each day during the session of the Com
mandPry-in-Chief detail one member 
thereof to net as officf'r of the day, and 
another t~ act as officer of the guard. 
"\Vhene\·er it shall appear that 11 quorum 
is not present at any session uf the Com
lllnndery-in-Chief all business slrnll be 
suspended until a quorum is present; the 
Commander-in-Chief shall hiffe power, 
nm! it shall be his duty, to cause absen
tees to be brought into the Encampment 
by j:;he Officer of the day. anrl the officer of 
th" guard. and those officer,; mny make 
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such details to a~si~t them iu the perfo1·m· 
ance of their duties as may be necessary. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS Ob' THE CO~IMANJ)ERY-IN-CHlEF. 

Sec.1. The officers of the Commandery· 
in-Chief shall be a,; follows, and rank ac· 
cordingly: 

First, Commande1~in-Chief; Second, 
Senior Yice Commander-in-Chief; Third, 
.Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief; Fourth, 
Adjutunt General; Fifth, Quartermaster 
General; Sixth, Inspector General; SeY· 
enth, Judge Adrncate General; Eighth, 
Surgeon General; Ninth, Chaplain-in· 
Chief; Tenth, Council-in-Chief, consisting 
of three elective members, together with 
the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and 
the Junior Vice Com1nander-in-Chief. 

Sec. 2. The Commander-in-Chief, the 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, the 
Junior Vice Comnrnnder·in-Chief and the 
Council-in-Chief shall be chosen at the 
stated yearly meeting of the Commanclery
in-Chief, and a majority of all the votes 
rnst shall be necessary for a choice. Such 
ele()tion shall be conducted as follows: 

The Adjutant General shall call the roll 
of Divisions in alphabetical order, and 
when each DiYision is called the Cornman· 
der of such Division, or the Chairman of 
its delegation, shall arise and announce 
the vote of his Division. If any member 
of a Division shall request it, the names of 
the delegates from such Divisions shall be 
c11Jled, and each delegate respectively, 
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shall thereupon arise and amwnn<'P the 
l'andidate of his choice. The ollicer, of 
the Conunandery-in-Chief, all Past officerR 
and Life members shall vote with their 
respective Divisions. 

Sec. 3. The officers thus eleetPd g]rnll 
enter upon their respective duties imnH·· 
diately upon their installation, and th,•y 
shall hold their office until their succesburs 
are duly elected and installed. 

Sec. 4. Any vacancies which may occur 
in the elective offices of the Conunanclen· 
in-Chief shall be filled by the next oflic(•r 
in rank, who shall assnme command and 
perform the duties of the office. 

Sec. 5. The Commander-in-Chief Hhall, 
on his accession to the office, appoint an 
Adjutant General, an Inspector Generul, 
a Judge Advocate General, a Surgeon 
G-eneral and a Chaplain-in-Chief. ThP 
Commander-in-Chief may remove any 
officer appointed by him, at pleasure. 

Sec. 6. The Commander·in·Chief shall 
also have power to detail from thP Ordt>r 
any Officer or Past Officer required for 
any special service or duty connected with 
the business of the same. 

ARTICLE V. 
DUTIES OF OJ<'FICERS. 

Sec. 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall 
preside at all meetings of the Comman· 
dery·in·Chief. He shall enforce a striet 
obedience to the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations of the Commandery, and shall 
perform such other duties as are incnm· 
bent upon him. In the performance of 
his dntieis the Commander-in-Chief shall 
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have power to make and enforce such or
ders for the good of the 01·der as he may 
deem advisable, not inconsistent with the 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations. 

Sec. 2. The Senior Vice Commander-in
Chief and the Junior Vice Commander-in
Chief shall assist the Commander-in-Chief 
in the performance of his duties, and in 
his absence or disability shall assume 
command according to rank. 

Sec. 3. The Adjutant General shall 
attest the approval of applications for 
charters, all orders issued from the Com
mandery-in-Chief headquarters; also all 
commissions, dispensations, circulars and 
other documents issued by the Command
er-in-Chief. He shall report to the annual 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief the 
business transactions of his office during 
his term, and at such other times as may 
be required by the Council-in-Chief or the 
Commander-in-Chief. He shall consoli
date the quarterly reports of Division 
Adjutants, which consolidation shall be 
published quarterly in General Orders, 
and shall prepare a roll of all members of 
the Commandery-in-Chief who are enti
tled to vote therein. 

Sec. 4. The Adjutant General shall 
keep in books properly prepared: First, 
a list of applications for charters, giving 
date of approval, date of muster, number 
of applicants, and date of issue of all 
c):iarters. Second, a Roster, in which shall 
be entered each year the names of all 
elective and appointive Commandery-in
Chief and Division officers. Third, a Com
mi~sion Record, in which shall be recorde\l 
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a II eommissions iti5ued by the Commu11Ller
iu-Uhief. Fomth. a Dis1icrnmtion Record, 
in which shall be recorded all dispensa
tions issued by the Uonunand€r-in-Chief. 
Fifth, a Record of Courts-~Iartiul, in 
which shall be reeordell the decisions of 
the Commander-in-Chief thereon. Sixth. 
a record of Camps, in ,vhieh shall be re
corded the name, number and Jocntion of 
Camp~, together with all other necessary 
information appert,aining thereto. Sev
Pnth, a Record of Decisions, in which 
shall be entered the facts of each case de
dded by the Commander-in-Chief, with 
an index reference thereto. Eighth, an 
Index of Documents, in which shall be 
indexed all documents filed in Comman
dery-in-Chief headquarters, other than 
those entered in the Record of Decisions 
and Records of Courts-::\Iartial. Ninth, a 
book in which all Division charters shall 
be recorded. Tenth, a Cash Book, in 
which shall be kept an account of all cash 
received at the Commandery-in-Chief 
headquarters for charter fees and pl'r 
capita tax, and he shall immediately turn 
the same over to the Commander-in-Chief, 
taking his receipt therefor in the Cash 
Book. Eleventh, & Requisition Book, from 
which shall be issued all requisitions on 
the Quartermaster General for the ex
penditure of money, to be approYed bY the 
Commander-in-Chief. Twelfth, a Record 
of Adjutant's Consolidated Reports. 

Sec. 5.. The Adjutant General shall 
preserve all records of the proceedings of 
each meeting of the Council-in-Chief, and 
,tthall make and preserve an a<'cur:1te 
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ret:or<l of all Annual and Spec.ial meetings 
of the Commandery·in.Chief, and prepare 
the same for publication. He shall per
form all other duties pertaining to hi;, otfice 
in obedience to the orders of the Comman
der-in-Chief. 

Sec. 6. The Quartermaster General shall 
receiYe, receipt and hold all moneys 
belonging to the Commandery-in-Chief. 
He shall also be the custodian of supplies 
and other property belonging to the 
Commandery-in-Chief ( except such prop
erty as pertains di~ectly to the Depart
ments of the AdJutant General and 
Commander-in-Chief, for which the Com
mander-in-Chief shall be responsible, and 
of which he shall be the custodian), and 
upon the order of the Commander-in-Chief. 
countersigned by the Adjutant General, 
11hall proYide all supplies. He shall fill all 
requisitions for supplies from Divisiono1 
and other sources. He shall not pay out 
any money except upon requisition in due 
form from the Commander-in-Chief, coun
tersigned by the Adjutant General, and 
shall render quarterly in general orders a 
detailed account of the receipt"! and expen
ditures for the preceding quarter, together 
with the cash value of all supplies on hand. 
He shall perform such other iiuties as per
tain to his office. 

Sec. 7. The other officers of the Com
mandery shall, under the orders and direc
tion of the commanding officer, perform 
the duties pertaining to their respectfre 
offices, and such other duties as circum
stances require of them. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
COU}'.CIL-IX-CHU:l<'. 

Sec. 1. The Council-in-Chief shall, irn
rnediatel v after their installation, meet 
and elect a Chairm.an and Clerk. They 
shall enter upon their dutie1 immediately 
aiter the adjournment of the meeting at 
which they were chornn, and they shall 
hold office until their successors are duly 
elected and installed. 

Sec. 2. They shall, with their advice 
and counsel, aid and assist the Comman
der-in-Chief in the performance of Lis 
duties. They shall be chargeJ with the 
.:ontrol and supervision of the investment 
of the funds of the C'ommandery-iu-Chief. 
and shall be 1;esponsible to and look after 
its material interests. They shall devi~e 
and recommend such measures as will 
enable the Commanderv to meet all its 
necessary expenditures, and shall examine 
and pass upon all act·ounts and bills in
curred bv any and all officers and com
mittees of the s~me. They i-hall examiIJP 
the books, vouchers and other papers of 
the different officers of the Commandery, 
and shall audit all their accounts. Thev 
shall keep a full and detailed record of 
their proceedings, and sball present a 
complete report to the Commaurlery-in
Chief at each stated yearly meeting of the 
same, and at such other times as the com
manding officn may direct-

Sec. 3. The Couneil-in-Chief Fhall haYe 
one stated meeting each year. the same to 
he held prior to and at the same place a~ 
that of the stated yearly meeting of the 
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Comrnandery. Special meetings of the 
Council-in-Chief may be convened by the 
commanding officer at such times and 
places as he may direct; providing that 
due notice of the same shall, in due form, 
be sent to each member of the Council at, 
least iour weeks prior to the time named 
for the meeting, and the I1ot1ce shall set 
forth in due form the emergency and the 
business to be transacted. 

Sec. 4. Three members of the Council
in-Chief shall constitute a quorum at any 
meeting of the same at which business is 
to be transacted. 

Sec. 5. All matters requiring the official 
vote of the Council-in-Chief shall be sub
mitted by the Commander-in-Chief upon 
printed blanks for that purpose and the 
vote of the Council-in-Chief in all cases 
thus submitted shall be filed and preserved 
in the office of the Adjutant General. 

Sec. 6. Vacancies as they occur shall be 
filled by election the first meeti:ng there
after. 

ARTICLE VII. 
GOMMITTEES. 

Sec. 1. The Standing Committees of the 
Comrnandery-in-Chief shall be : First. a 
Committee on Credentials; Second, a 
Committee on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations; Third, a Committee on 
Rituals and Ceremonies; Fourth. a Com
mittee on Resolutions ; Fifth, a Com
mit°tee on Reports of Officers and Di&tri
bution of Work. The fore:zoing commit
tees shall each consist of five members, 
selected from the different Divisions. T'he 
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Adjutant G-eneral shall be Chairman of the 
Committee on Credentials. 

Sec. 2. The person first named on all 
Standing and Special Committees shall act 
as Chairman until another is cho,;en l.,v the 
Committee, and nu Committee bhail be 
finally discharged until all debtti legally 
contracted by it are settled. 

Sec. 3. Vacancies which way occur in 
the membership of any Standing or ~pecial 
Committee shall be tilled hy the Comman
der-in-Chief. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
ALTERATIONS AND A!.IE~D.MENTS. 

The Constitutiou, Rule,- and Regulation~, 
and the Ritual of the Sons of Veterans, 
U. 8. A., shall only be altered or arnende,l 
by the Comlllandery-in-Chief, by a majority 
\'ote of the members reported preRent nnd 
entitled to a vote, at a stated annual wct•t
ing thereof, but any section herein may l,,, 
smpende<l for the time being at any an
nual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief 
by such majority vote. 

ARTICLE IX. 
ORDER OF BGSINESS. 

1. Opening of the Commandery in due 
form. 

2. Roll call of officers and constitutional 
members. 

3. Appointment of Committee on Crr
dentials. 

4. Report of Committee on Credentials. 
5. Roll call of members aa reported 

from the Committee. 
ti. .\ppointment of committees: 
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First- Oil Constitution, Rules and Regu-
lations. 

Second-On HitualH and Ceremonies. 
Third-On Resolutions. 
Fourth-Heports of ofiicers and Distribu

tion of Work. 
7. Reception and reference oi comlllum

eations from Divisions to be called alpha
betically. 

8. Reception and refer e of communi
C'ations from Camp~ or individuals. 

All communications will be referred to 
the proper Committees without debate. 

fl. Unfinished Business. 
10. Reports of Committees. 
11. New Business. 
12. Election and Installation of Officers. 
This order of business I11ay be transposed 

by a two-thirds vote at any stated meeting 
,,f the Commandery-in-Cbief, a quorum 
being present, except that the election and 
installation of officers shall not be held un
til ah other work of the Commanderv-in-
Chief bas been completed. • 
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CHAPTER. V. 

General Rules and Re[nlation&. 
ARTICLE I. 

CHARTERS. 

Sec. 1. All Camp Charters shall bi> 
signed by the Division Commander, and 
countersigned unde~ seal by the Adjutant 
of the Division within \vhich the appli
cants reside. The same shall then, under 
seal, be approved and published by the 
Uummander-in-Chief. The application 
fur a charter shall be signed by ttt least 
tifteen pernuns eligible to membership in 
the Sons of Veterans, as provided in 
Uhapter II, Article I, and shall be accom
panied by a charter fee of not less than 
ten or more than twenty dollars, as may 
be provided for by the By-Laws of the Di
vision, in which it is proposed to establish 
the said Camp, two dollars of which shall 
be forwarded to the Adjntant General 
with tile application, and be turned over to 
the Commander-in-Chief on receipt. 

Sec. 2. On receipt of an application for 
a charter the Dfrision Commander slrnll 
promptly proceed to examine into the 
qualifications of the applicants, and if 
satisfied of their eligibility, and that it is 
for the interest of the Sons of Veterans to 
form such Camp, he shall so recommend 
to the Commander-in-Chief, and on ap
proval by him shall either in person or by 
an officer properly detailed, proceed tu 
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muster applicants iuto the Order, iu,itall 
the duly electr-d officers and staff of tht> 
Camp for remainder of the term, alld 
complete the organization of the Camp. 

Sec, 3. Camp charters may be surren
dered when less than ten members desire 
the continuation of the Camp, as is pro
vided for in Chapter JI, A rtide I. J n case 
of the surrender or forfeiture of a charter. 
all the property of the Division or Order, 
including all books of record, Order, Rit
uals and Camp papers, shall be imme
diately turned over to the DiYision Adju
tant, who shall immediately report the diis
ban<lment of said Camp to the Adjutant 
General. 

Sec. 4. Division Commanders may sus
pend delinqnent Cmnps in their discretion 
for failure to make quarterly rl'ports, or 
to perform any other duties required of 
them by the Constitution, Hules and Heg
ulation~, snbject, however, to the right of 
appeal to the Commander-in-Chief. The 
Commander-in-Chief may, upon recom
mendation of the Division Commander, 
annual and df'dure forfeited the charter 
of any Camp more thnn i;ix months in ar
rears for reports nnd per capita tux. 

See. 5. Charters of Divisions shnll be 
,;igned by the Commander-in-Chief unrl 
countersigned by the Adjutant General, 
attested by the Commandery-in-Chief's 
8Pal, and the same shall be issued on the 
permanent organization thereof. The 
mf'mbers of new Divisions nnmt'd in the 
eharter shall, in the order named, be re
Rpl'ctively the Division Commander, the 
Senior Vice Division Commander, the 
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.Junior \'ice Dil'ision C'ommander, the 
Adjutant, the Quartermaster, the Cap
tain, FirAt Lieutenant and Peeond Lieu
tenant of the seYeral Camps in such Divi
~ion. 

The charter fre of a Di\"iAion shall be 
fifteen dollars. 

The Commander-in-Chief, upon satis
factory evidence, that a chartn has been 
lost or destroye,I, may i~sue a duplicate 
thereof under the seal of the Cowman
, lery-in-Chief. 

Sec. 6. The Comnrnndery-in-Ohief, at 
its stated yf'arly mePting, may revoke the 
diartn· of any DiYision, which for three
fuurths of the year, or mun·, has failed tu 
fur\l'urd its reports and per capita tax. 

ARTICLE II. 

RETUR~S A);D REPORTS. 
Sec. 1. The Captain of Pach Camp shall 

make quarterly returns to the Adjutant of 
the Didsiun on the first duys of January, 
April. ,I uly and October. He shall also at 
the same time forward a list of the names 
of all recruits who have been mustered 
during the last three months, and all re
(111ired details concerning them. 

:::lee.:.!. The Adjutant of each DiYision 
shall, on the recPipt of returns, note the 
date of receptiou thereon, and shall turn 
uYer the Quartermaster Sergeants's return 
1dth ca~h accompanying, to the DiYision 
lluartermaster. He shall, within thirty 
days after the commencement of the 
quarterly term, and for the information 
of the Division Commander, consolidate 
the quarterly returns of the sevc>ral First 
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Sergeants, and shall prevare a copy of 
,mch consolidated returns, in foll, to be 
forwarded by the Commanding Officer to 
the Adjutant General within the time 
specified. 

Sec. 3. Each Division Commander, on 
behalf of his Division, shall make final 
settlement with the Quartermaster Gen
eral at least fourtPen days prior to the 
~tated annual meeting of the Council-in
Chief. 

Sec. 4. The Adjutant General shall, on 
the receipt of returns, note the date of 
reception thereon; he shall, for the infor
mation of the Commander-in-Chief, con
solidate the quarterly returns of the 
.'.djutant, and shall prese11t a copy of such 
consolidated returns to the stated yearly 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief. 

Sec. 5. The Quartermaster Sergeant of 
c>ach Camp shall, through the Camp Com
mander, make quarterly returns to the 
Divi~ion Quartermaster, on the first days 
of January, April, July and October. 

Sec. 6. These returns shall be consoli
dated by the DiYision Quartermastf'r 
within thirty days after the commence
ment of the quarterly term, and such 
consolidated returns shall be forwarded 
by the Division Commander to the Quar
termaster General, a copy thereof being 
rPtained for the information of the Com
mander. 

Sec. 7. The Adjutant General shall, 
under the direction of the Commander-in
Chief, carefully establish and maintain 
~uitable fo1·ms and shall provide neces
~ary blanks for making the foregoing 
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whatever kind shall be furnislwd by the 
Commandery-in-Chief through the ;iuar
tPrm11ster General. 

ARTICLE III. 
DUES AXD REVEXUES. 

St>c- I. The> Uommandery- in -Chief 
~hall, at its stated yearly meeting. asse,s 
a per capita tax on each Di\·ision of not 
exceeding twenty cent,; on each and e\·ery 
member in good standing; the ,;aid tax 
~hall be payable in four instaJlments of 
equal parts, and the same ~hall bP for
w111·ded by Didsion Quartermaster to 
the Quartermasters 0-Pneral on or hefore 
the last days of January, April, July and 
c >etoher. 

~Pc. 2. Each Division Encampment 
shull, at is stated yearly mPeting, asse"s 
a pPr capita tax on each Camµ within its 
jnri,;cliction not exceeding one dollar on 
each and ever~· member in good stunding: 
thi,; ta:-.:: shall include the Commandery-in
Chief tax, and it shall be payable in four 
in~tallmf'nts of Pq nal parts. and the. same 
~hall he forwarded by the Quartermaster 
Sergeant to the Quartermasters of their 
respectfre Divisions on the first days of 
.Tanuary, April, July and October. Pro
vided, that neither Camps nor Divisions 
~hall be required to pay per capita tax on 
any Camp fo1· the- quarter in which the 
Camp was mustered. 

Sec. 3. Bach Camp shall cause to be 
pnid into thf' Camp fund by each and • 
p1·ery member. such sums as dues us till' 
Camp ~hall determine upon. and the Camp 
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P<'L' capita tax 8hall. in munner heretofore 
stated, be drawn from said fund. 

Sec. 4. Tt shall be the duty of the Camp 
Captain and the Division Comma.nder to 
~ee that the foregoing provisions are emn
plied with in their respective 01·ganiza_. 
tions. 

ARTICLE IV. 
ARREARAGES. 

Sec. 1. Any Division in arrears for re
ports 01· dues shall be exeluded from all 
representation in the Commandery-in
Chief until the same are paid. 

Sec. 2. Any Camp in arrears for re
ports or dues sha)l not be allowed any 
representation in the Division Encamp
ment to which it, is attached until the 
~ame are paid. 

Sec. 3. Any member of II Camp who is 
six months in arrears in the payment of 
his dues shall- be prohibited from voting; 
shall not be permitted to enter any Camp 
room while the Camp is in session; shull 
be ineligible to any office in the Sons of 
Yeterans, and shall be reported "Sus
pended" in the Quarterly repol't to the 
Division headquarters, until such dues are 
paid. .,While so suspended the Camp 
~hall not be subject to the per capita tax 
on such member, and he shall not be 
counted in the representation of the Camp 
at the Division Encampment; providing, 
however, that when a brother is unable by 
reason of sickness or rnisfo1·tune to pay 
his dues they may be. 1·emit.ted to him on 
the investigation and favorable 1·eport by 
the Camp Council or a special committee 
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fourths vote of the member~ present and 
niting at a stated meetin~ of the Camp .. 

Sec. 4. .io.11y memuer of a Cnmp who 1, 

one year in arrears of the pnymPnt of his 
dues shall be dropped from the roll of 
membership, and may he re-instated hy 
any Camp upon the payment of on(> year's 
due,-; to the. Camp whidi dropped him, and 
in the same manner us provided i11 SP<'
tions 1-7, Article 11, Chapter ~. of the 
Camp Constitution. 

::-lee. 5. All Unmps tlrnt have faiJ,-.d fm· 
one year or more to make their qnart.E'rly 
rPports and pay their per capita tax shall 
be considered db banded., and their charter 
shall be revoked by the Division Comman
der. 

ARTICLE V. 

IXSPECTIOX. 

SPc, 1. There shall be a thm·ough and 
eomplete inspection of Pach Uamp of thP 
Order betwPen October 1st and D<:>cembPr 
bt of each yt->ar. To this end the Inspec
tor (:h>ne1·al shall. through thp several Di
Yision Uommanders, cause each Didsion 
to ht> dividPd into as manv sub-divisions 
as circumstances may dem;rnd, a11d in ud
ditio11 Lo the different Inspectors alrPa<ly 
1,rovidp,J for, shall cause tu be detailed o'r 
appointee! an Assistant Inspector fm· each 
sub-division. 

SPc. 2. The Inspector General, subject 
to the approntl of thP Commander-in
Chief, shall preseribe the form of blanks 
t,p be used for the inspection of Camps 
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proYal of tht> Comnrnnder-in-Chif't', issue 
~UC'h in~tructions i11 df'tnil ;i,; he may 
deem ne<'esRary for the proper perform
nnC'e of the duty. Ile shall JH'f'pare un 
abstract of all the reports received from 
I >i\'ision headquarters, and shall pre~ent 
the same with a report to the Commun
df'r-in-Chif'L 

Sec. 3. All books, paper~, aN·otrnts, rf'
C'ords and proCPPding,; pertaining to tlw 
.Sons of Veteran,; shall he open for e:rnmi
nation at all times to all the duly desig
nated officers of the Inspector Uf'nf'rnl 's 
depnrtment, and they ;;hall make it thPir 
special duty to see that the same are cor-
1·eetly kept; that all details are propnly 
attended to; that all orders are properly 
nndt.>rstood and obeyed, and that in a.JI 
respf'C"ts the writtf'll and unwrittt.>n ,n1rk 
of the Order is uniformly and properly 
earried out in their re8pectiYe juriHdic
tions. 

t:>ec. -!. Tn making im1pPctions provid
Pd for in this Artie!.-, i11 Divi8ions wherein 
,;tute laws prohibit the earrying of arms 
by the Sons of Yett.>rans, the fact that 
l'amps are not armed ancl e(1uipped ,;hall 
not nfff'rt thf'ir rating. 

ARTICLE VI. 
DISCIPLl:SE. 

8ec. 1. The offf'llHf'S rogniznble hr thf' 
Sons of YPterans shall bf': 

First-Disloyalty to tlw United Stat.f's 
of America, or nny other violation of any 
pledge given at thf' time of mnHtPr or the 
Yiolntion of any obligation ghen at the 
time of usHnmi11g any office in the OrdPr. 
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By-Laws, RulPs and l{eg11latio1rn, or <>tlwr 
lawful orders of the ~om:1 oi \' eterans, l'Om
ing from proper authority. 

Third-The 1:ommi~sion of a scarnlalo111:1 
crime against the la,rs of th,.. land. 

Fourtli-Condnct unbecoming a memli<'r 
in his relatioll to the Order. 

Fzftil-Conduct prejudicial to good order 
and discipline. 

cec. 2. The prnaltie1:1 shall be either: 
First-Disho1wrable discl,arge from thl' 

Order. 
Second-Degradation from offi<:P. 
'l11ird-Suspe11,;ion from memuership for 

a specified period . 
. Fourth-Fine. 
Fiftil-Reprimanc.1 at the discretion of 

the court. 
In all cases, howeyer, "·here the accnsed 

is found guilty of rnisappropriat.in:.; funds, 
the sentence of the Court must be dishouor
able discharge from tl,e Order. 

Sec, 3. All accusations shall he ma,lP 
in the form of charges and specifica
cations, on ulanks furni,;hed hy the Com
mander-in-Chief through the regular 
channel, mu! the same shall be tried L,· 
Courts .:\Iartial Courts .:\Iartial ma,. 1Je 
ordered Ly the Captains of Camps, Oom
ruamlers of DiYisions or bv the Comman
der-in-Chief, for the trial of alleged otfen<l
en; in their respective jurisdictions. Elec
tive and appointive officers of the Com
mandery-in-Chief shall onlv be tried hv 
Courts convened by onler of the Comma1i
der-in-Chief. Electi,·e and appointi,·e 
ollkers of Dil'iRions shall only be tried hy 
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Courts convened by order of the Division 
Commander. The Commander-in-Chief 
shall be tried for alleged offenses only 
on request of the three elective members 
of the Council-in-Chief, and on such re
quest a Court shall be convened by the 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, or the 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief shall, 
on request oi the three elective memberR 
of the Council-in-Chief, appoint a Court 
of Inc1uiry to investigate t:harges against 
the Commander-in-Chief. The Comman
der-in-Chief shall, whenever charges are 
preferrell against :my past officer, order a 
Court of Inquiry or Court l'.1-lartial, as may 
be deemed advi,-;able, awl whenever any 
past officer shall be convicted of any of
fense he mtiy be punished as provided
for by these Rules and Regulativnll; and 
the Court shall have power to forfeit all 
honors and privileges of past rank; and 
the sentence of the Court must state wheth
er or not they impose the penalty of such 
forfeiture. In all cases any member of the 
Order is competent to sit upon any Court 
l\Iartial. 

Sec. 4. Courts i\Iartial shall consist of 
five members, three of whom shall consti
tute a quorum only for the purpose of ad
journing frcm time to time to secure the 
attendance of the full membership of the 
Court, and a Judge Advocate shall also be 
appointed, and, except as otherwise herein 
provided, they shall be governed in: their 
mode of proceeding and rules of evidence 
by the •procedure and practice of the 
Federal Courts of the T_Tnited States. A 
rnpy of the charge~ nnd a 11otice of the 
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time and place of holding the Court must 
be served by the Judge Advocate upon the 
accused, either personally, five days before 
the date fixed for the Uourt, or bv mail, 
addresHe,l to hiH last known place ·of resi
dence, at least, ten dayH before that time; 
and in ease of the willful absenee of the 
accuHt>d, after Hlll'h notice has been given 
him, the Uourt. may proL·eed in all respeetH 
as if he were present. arnl had pleaded not 
:-:uilty, allll the .Judge Ad\'Ocate ;;hall incor
porate in the record proof of sen·iee upon 
the accused. 

Upon the com·euiug of the Court, the 
.T udge Advvcllte will obligate the member,; 
of the Court, and the President of the 
Court, who :shall be the first member 
nameLl in the Order, will thereupon obli
gate the .Judge Ath·ocate. After the 
hearing of the teRtimony. the verdict and 
sentence of the Court will he determined 
by the unanimouR ,·ote of the Court. 

Sec. 5. All members of the 8onH of Vet
erans, when snmmone<l, Hhall attend as 
witnesses before :my Court l\lartial, and 
their teRtimonv shall bP taken on their 
honor as brotbern. The evidence of per
sons not members of the Order shall 1,,.. 
taken unuer oath, when not inconsistent 
with the laws of the place where the Court 
i~ held. "rhere such extra judicial oaths 
are forbidden by law, the evidence of wit
nesses not members of the Sons of Vet
f'rans may be recei\-ed, at the discretion of 
the Court, on their honor as men, and the 
fact that thev have not been duh· sworn 
Khall he considered hy the Court in decid
ing upon their rre,lihi!it,\', TeF<tirnony may 
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upen com111i~sion, or interrogatories, before 
:rnv officer of the Order. 

::;ec. 6. .No sentence of a Court l\Iartial 
shall be carried into execution until the 
whole proccedingH shall have been laid 
bt>fore the officer ordering the same, or his 
Fmccessor in office, for his confir111atio11 or 
,lisappro,·al and orders in the case; and nu 
sentence of dishonorable discharge from 
the Sons of Yeterans, except by a Court 
l\irrtial co1wened by the order of the 
Commarnler-in-Chief, shall be carried 
into exeeution until after the whole pro
ceedings shall have been forwarded to the 
Comm:mder-in-Uhief (through DiYision 
Adjutant), with recommendation of tlw 
Division Com111amler, for his confirmation 
or disapproval and .orders thereon. 

8ec. 7. \\'hen charges are preferre,l 
against any brother holding office, thP 
}Jivision Com111ander or the Communder
in-Chief, in their respective jurisdictions, 
may suspend the accused from office. Dur
ing the snApension of a Camp Captain or 
Division Commander, their places shall he 
filled by the next officer in rank and com
marnl. 

Rec. 8. In case the accused is charged 
with an offense under paragraph 3, Sec
tion 1, of thi,; Article, the record of his 
eonviction by a Court of competent jmis
dictions shall be prima facie evidence of his 
Kllilt of the offenRe of which he is charged. 

Sec. 9. Appeals may be taken from the 
decision of lower oflicers to the next higher, 
tiy submitting the whole testimony togeth
er with the <leeision appeale<l fro111. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
BONDS. 

Sec. 1. Every Quartermast/'r Sergeant, 
before he receives the funds and property 
of the Camp, shall gi,·e bond, with suf
licient Aure!iPs for the faithful discharge of 
his duties, in the snlll of one hundred dol
lars ($100), unless a greater sum be nallled 
bv hiH Camp. Provided, That if hiH Camp 
p~y benefits to its members, such bond 
,;hall be given in at least the SU!ll of five 
hundred dollan1 <*·j()()). 

Sec :!. :\!embers uf the ()amp Council 
holding the iunds of their Camp shall be 
forthwith required, jointly and severally, 
tu gi,·e born!, with 1mtficient sureties, fur 
the faithful discharge of their dutiel:l, in :L 

,;nm to be named. by the Camp, but which 
snm 1,hall not be less thau the amount of 
the bond required of the (!uartermaster 
Sergeant. 

Sec. 3. E,·ery Division Qnartermaster 
Rhall give bond in a snm to be named bv 
the Division Council of not less than 
$1,000, with two or more Rureties, who shall 
justify in twice the amount for the faith
iul discharge of hiH trust. 

Sec. 4. The Adjutant General and Quar
termaster General shall .al~o give bonds in 
a sull.l to be named by the Council-in-Chief, 
with sufficient sureties for the faithful dis
eharge of their duties. (Snbject to change 
made by Article XXV, this chapter.) 

Sec. 5. The bonds of the above named 
officers shall be given subject to the ap
proval and shall be held l.Jy their respective 
"ommanding officers as trustees for their 
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re:,,pectiYe <'om111amls. P,--oz,idcd, That iu 
any Camp payin!{ benefit,i to its rnembers, 
the bond of its Quartermaster ~ergeant 
and any hond of its Camp Council ehall in 
addition be as to its for111 subiect to the 
approval of the Judge Advocate ,,f the 
Division in which such Camp is located. 

Sec. ti. The Commander-in-Chief within 
thirty days after his election, shall give a 
bond in such sum as the Council-in-Chief 
may determine, not less than ten thous'lnd 
dollars. Said bond to run to and be ap
proved by the memuers of the Conncil-in
Chief, and remain in the custody of the 
Chairman thereof. 

~ec. 7. The Commander of each Division 
shall, within thirty days from the date of 
his installation, give a bond in the 
:-;urn of $2,000, unless a greater sum he fixed 
bv the Bv-Laws of the Division he com
uiands,with not less than two sureties, each 
of whom to qualify in a sum not less than 
the amount of the bond; such bond to run 
to the Commander-in-Chief, in tru~t for the 
respective Divisions; to be approved by 
the Commander-in-Chief, and to remain in 
the custody of the Quartermaster General. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
cmrPEXSATIOX. 

The Commandery-in-Chief, at its annual 
meeting, shall fix the amount to be appro
priated for clerical help, including the sala
ries to be paid to the Adjutant General 
and Quartermaster GPneral for the en1:1ning 
year. (Subject to chan~e made by Article 
XXY, this chapter.) 



ARTICLE IX. 
DISPEXSATIOXS. 

Sec, 1. Uommanding Ofiin'rs of the •P\
C'rlll Dh·i,domi may, whenever in their 
jnd,;-rnent it i.~ necessary for the !!ond of 
the Order, grunt to Camps in their n•· 
::ipcctive Divisiou:;, dispPnsations to 1u11stn 
recruit::i ut the mpeti11g at which tLPir ap
plicati1111 iH recPin'u; to hold a gPnernl 
election of officers i11 caRe an election ha:; 
not bet>n held at the time fixed bv the 
Unnstitutio11; to hold special elections to 
fill vacancies, and to irn;tall o1ficers puh
lit:!y. 

Sec. 2. The Commander-in-Chief may 
grant diRpensations to officers command
ing Divisions whenever it becomes neces
sary for tlie good of the Onler to muster 
Camps without first sending the applica
tion for chartt-rs therefor to the Comman
dery-in-Chil'f headquarters for approyal; 
hut in all 1:m<'h cases the applieation for 
charter mu~t he forwanled to the Uomman
Jery-in-Chiei headquarters for apprnn1l 
immediately upon the muster of the Camp. 

8ec. 3. All dispensations shall be on 
printed blanks for that purpose, signed by 
the otticer granting the same, att(•sted by 
the Adjutant General, or Adjutant, as thP 
<'ase may be, and a record thereof shall bP 
kept at the headquarters from which tl1e 
~ame is issued. 

Ste. 4. The Commander-in-Chief or a 
Dfrision Commander may grant a dispen-
1mtion to any Camp to receiYe the applica
tion ,,f and re-muster anv brother wlw 
way have been dropped frnin thP Ordn hy 
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a Camp \\ hich may have ceased to exist, 
provided thP. applicant forwards to the 
Commander issuing the dispensation the 
sum of tw( dollars. 

Sec. 5. A member having been dropped 
by any Camp which afterwards ceased to 
exist may be granted au honorable dis
charge by the Commander of the Division 
in which he was dropped upon the pay
ment of two dollars, 

ARTICLE X. 
SEALS. 

Sec 1. The Commandery-in-Chief, the 
severai Divisions and Camps shall be pro
vided with srals as follows: 

The seals of the Commanclery-in-Chief 
and the several Divisions of the Order 
shall consist of the full Coat of Arms of 
the Order, surrounded, for the Comman
dery, with the words, "Commanclery-in
Chief, Sons of Yeterans, United States of 
America," and for the several Divisions of 
the Order, with the words,"-- Division, 
Hons of Veterans, United States of 
America." 

The Camp seals shall consist of the Crest 
of the Coat of Arms, surrounded by thir
teen stan,, arnl under the roll shall appear, 
in Homan numerals, the year of the organi
zation of the Order (1881). The whole shall 
be surrounded with the words, "---
Camp No ---, Sons of Veterans," and 
the location, town or city, and state shall 
lie added to the same, 

Sec. 2. The Adjutant General shall 
atteRt with the seal of the Commandery-in
Vhid all rharters, c•.lmmi8sionA1 di~pensa-
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tion~ and ~peeial order~ bsued by the 
Conunander-in-ChiPf. Proz 1ided, That. 
whenPYer it becomPs necessary for the 
Commandn-in-Chief to issue special or
der,; whilP absent from his headqnarter,, 
he may dt>tail any brother of tlIP Order to 
net as Assistant Adjutant 0Pneral, and 
such special orders 1wed not be attPsted 
liy the seal of the Commandery-in-Ohief. 

f-:Pc. 3. The Adjutants of thP se,•pral 
])iyi,;ions sha II atte,;t all chart pr,;, em11-
mis,io11A, special ordt•rs nnd dispensations 
bsued and granted by the Commanders of 
tlwir respective ilivisions. and all oflici,d 
rpports madP by the Adjuta11ts i11 the ;,anw 
ma11ner. Provided, that commandi11g offi
cers of Didsions rnny, when absent from 
tlwir headquarters, issue ~1wcial orders 
and appoint acting Adjutants for the time 
being to attt>st such special orders, and in 
all ~uch cases special orders need· not be 
attested with the Divisio11 seal. 

ARTICLE XI. 
ORDERS. 

Sec. 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall 
from time to time issue general orders, as 
the buRineRs of the Order requires, and 
such general orders shall contain the 
written or printed signature of the Com
mandc>r-in-Chief and Adjutant General, 
and the Adjutant General shall forward to 
the Commanders of the several Divisions n 
sufficient number of all general orders for 
the use of Division officers and Camps in 
the several Divisions. It shall be the duty 
of the Adjutants of the several DiYisions 
to transmit, immediately upon rect>ipt of 
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~a...me, at least une copy of all general 
orders to the commandin!.'" officpr of each 
Cmnp iu their respecti\·e· Divisions. The 
Commander-in-Chief may also from tinw 
to tinw issue special orders relating to any 
,pPcial business of the Order. ,\JI Hpecial 
orders shall be attested by the .Adjutant 
liPneral or any Assistant Adjutant G-en
Pral, and when issued from permanent 
heaJquarters shall be atte,ted with the 
seal of the Commandery-in-Chief. 

See. 2. Commanding officers of Divi
~ions shall,from time to time, as the busi
ness of their respective Divisions may re
quire, issue Division orders and special 
orders, which shall be attested by the Ad
jutants of the respective llhisions in the 
~ame manner as general ordt>rs and ,;pe
cial orders of the Commander-in-Chief 
are attested, 

Sec. 3. It shall be tlw duty of the Adju
tants of the several Divisions to forward 
to the officers of the sen•ral Camps in 
their respective Division~ at least two 
copies of all Division Orders issued by 
their respective Commander~. 

Sec, 4. It shall be the duty of the Com
nw.ncling officers of Camps to cause all 
General Orders and Division Orders re
c-eived by them to be read at the first 
stated meeting of the Camp after the re
ceipt of such orders. The First Sergeant 
shall file and presen·e in his office all 
General Orders and Di\·ision Orders re
ceived by him. 

Sec. 5. Division Commanders shall for
ward to the Commander-in-Chief at least 
one copy of all Division Order~ isrned by 
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the.m, and tu the Adjutant GP1wral 11L lt>a,;t 
two copies thPreof. TheAdjntantGeueral 
and the Adjutants of the s1wernl Divisions 
shall file and pre;;en·e in their respt>ctivf' 
oflicPs, copies of all Genl'rnl an,u U!visiou 
Orders issued, and also of all t,pec1ul Or
dPrs is~ned from their respecti\·e head· 
quarters. 

Sec. r;. All General and Didsion Ordp1•,; 
~hall be of uniform size, 51;, i11el1Pt-wi(h• 
hy 8 12 inches long. The Uoinurnndpr-iu
Chief and the CommandP.1's of the several 
Divisions shall n11mber tlwir orders. rom· 
mt>ncing with No. 1. the tir~t m·der issued 
each yPar, and continue numerically until 
the close of the year. 

ARTICLE XII. 

co:m,IISSIONS. 

Sec. I. The retiring CommandPr-in
Chief and Adjutant Genernl shall i~sue to 
the Commander-in-Chief elect, his com· 
mission, upon being notifie_d by the Chair· 
man of the Council-in-Chief that the Com
mander-in-Chief has given his bond as re
quired by law. 

Sec. '.?. The Commander-in-Chief Fhnll 
issue to all elective and appointed ofliC'er~ 
of the Commandery-in-Chief, and the elec· 
tive officers of the several Divisions, com
missions which shall state the rank and 
date of rank of the officer to whom issned. 

See. 3. All commissions issued by the 
Commander-in-Chief shall be attested by 
the J.djutant General, with the seal of the 
Commandery·in·Chief. 
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Sec. 4. Division Commanders shall is
sue commissions to appointed officers of 
the several Di\·isions, and the officers-elect 
of the several Camps in their respective 
Divisions. All commissions issued by Di
vision Commanders shall state the rank 
and date of rank of the officer to whom 
i~sued, and shall be attested by the Adju
tant, with the Division seal. 

Sec. 5. Comnrnnding officers of Camps 
shall issue warrants to the appointed offi
<'ers of their respecti\·e Cnmps. All war
rants shall state the rank and date of rank 
of the officer to whom they are issued. 
and shall be attested by the First Ser
geant, with the seal of the Camp. 

ARTICLE XIII 

UNIFORM FOR 'OFFICERS A:--D MEMBERS. 

Sec, 1. The uniform for members of 
this Order shall be of dark blue cloth, and 
shall consist of coat and trousers. cut nc· 
cording to the fatigue uniform as worn by 
the line officers in the United States Army, 
n fatigue cap of the pattern used in the 
United States Army, with gold cord, em
broidered or metallic wreath in front, con
mining in silver embroidery or metallic 
letters '·S. V." in old English silwr bul
lion embroidery, or silvered metallic Ro
man characters respectiYely, and the num
ber of the Camp. 

Sec. 2. The regulation buttons shall bfl 
of gilt, convex, with plain border, large 
size, seven:eighths of an inch in cxterio1· 
diameter: small size, nine-tenths of an 
inch. Device-the full coat-of-arms of the 



Order, nccorlling to sample ou flip at 
Headquarters of the Badge and DeC'ora
tion Department. 

Sec. :l. The otlicers of th<' Commnmlen -
in-Chief and DiYbion ofliC'ers may omit to 
\\ t'Ur the number uf tlwir Cnmp "ithin tl1t• 
wrPath. EleetiYe Comman<ler)-in-Chi..-r 
utlicPrs l'hall \\ ear in the C'entPr uf tlwir 
caps the etruJgpnt sun, embroidered in 
gold hullion, with di1·ergent rays in nil 
directions, in the centPr of which i,.hall bP 
emhroidC'rfl<I, in raiePd Honrnn ~i)yer 
letters. '·8. \'." .\II olli<'Pl'8 uf the Com
mandery-in-Chief ;::,tafI ranking nil Hl'iga
dier-Generuls ,;hull WC'fil' •~ sih"er C're~C'Pllt 
Pncornpussing a gold ~tar-pmuroidPrPll. 

8ec. 4. .\JI officers ~hnll 1n•nr the black 
leather sword hplts JJl'l'oCrilJPd h) tlH• 
United State,; Army rpgtih1tim18 for l•il1-
<•er$ t•f cu1-rP::;poll(ling riink, nntl the rPgll
lntion Sons of \'eter1u1s ,-word with nick..-1 
~cuhbard. 

Set·. 5, The top of the cap shull contni11 
a tleYice c.dopted hy the seYernl DiYi~ion 
Encampments, tu he known a~ tht' Jliyi~iou 
badge. 

Sec. 6. 'IhP. re,:::ulation uniform of tllf' 
U. t:l . .'umy rnny be worn by mPmhPrs of 
the Ordpr. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
IXSIGXU.. OF RAXK. 

Sec, 1. The insignin. of rank to be worn 
hy officers during their period of senicP 
and 110 longer, shall be a~ follows: 

First-For ull otficer~ of Camps, a minia
ture rank strap of blue field, made of cor
rert proportiom. the outside measur1m1ent 
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not to exceed nine-sixteenths of an inch 
wide, and one and eleven-sixteenths of an 
inch long; and while in acth-e command 
or on fornrnl occasions it shall be worn 011 

the left breast immediately above the 
nwmbership badge . 

.:lecond-For all other officers the fielu. 
of the miniature strap shall be of black 
,·el vet. 

T_hird-The miniature rank straps worn 
by the officers respectively shall be as 
follows: Commander-in-Chief, four sil\-er 
stars; Senior Vice Commander-in-Chif'f, 
three silver stars; Junior Vice Comman
der-in-Chief, two silver stars: the Chap
lain-in-Chief, a shepherd's silvf'r crook; 
DivisiO!l Commander, a silver eagle; Sen
ior \"ice Division Commandf'r, a silYer 
leaf at each end of the field; Junior VicH 
Division Commander, a gold leaf; Camp 
Captain, two bars; First Lieutenant, om, 
bar; Seconu. Lieutenant, a blank field; 
Personal Staff of the Commander-in-Chief, 
one silver star; Personal Staff of Division 
Commanders, one bar. 

Sec. :l. The rank of non-commissioned 
officers of Camps shall be marked by 
Uhevrons of blue silk, the same size and 
form as used and worn from 1861 to 1865, 
and of Divisions of black satin. 

ARTICLE XV. 
BADGES, ETC. 

Sec. 1. All officerR and members of the 
Order when in Camp, on parade or other 
duty, shall wear on the left breast of thf 
coat the regulation badge of the Order 
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"ith the ribbon indicating tlwir rnnk, li~ 

prescribed in Sf'ction 4 of ~his Article, 
with the insig11ia of rnnk ns provided in 
Section 1, Article XIV, Chapter 5. 

Hee. 2. All Past Captains who ha\'e 
,0rved a full term or have been elect('d to 
Jill a vaeancy, and servt>d to the end of tlw 
term, may wear the prescribed iron eross 
of the Order, attached to the regulation 
('amp OfRcer's ribbon. All past Division 
( 'ommnnders may wear the prescribed 
~iker C'ros,; of the Order, attached to the 
regulation Division Offh·er's rihbon. .\II 
l'ast Commanders-in-l'hil-'f may wear the 
prescribed golden star of the Order. at
tnched to the regulation Commandery-in
Chief riblmn. For me1·itorious senice tlw 
Gummandery-in-Chief muy award, ut any 
,tnted annual met>ting, the presC'ribecl 
golden cross of the Order, to b,• att11<'hed 
to the regulation Commandery-in-Uhief 
ribbon. Officers of Past Grand Divi~ions 
who ha,·e been awarded the golden cross 
of the Ordn, or other decorations a:; prt>
,;cribed by preYiou:; laws, may rontinue tu 
wear :;ame. 

Sec. 3. Brother:; mny wear the minia
ture badge representing the shield of the 
Order as a buttonhole or pin dPcoration; 
und the bar pin, or buttonhole decoration 
heretofore in use. 

Sec. 4. There shall be four prescribed 
ribbons in the Order. All officers of tlw 
Commandery-in-Chiefshall wear attached 
to the regulation badge, while holding 
office, a ribbon, the center a broad stripe 
nf old gold, with a narrow border of red, 
"hit-e and blue on eaC'h i,idP, the samr as 
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is 110w worn. All Division officers shall be 
entitled tu wear a ribbon with a red 
center and a red, white and blue border 
on each side, the same as is now worn and 
in use. The Camp Captain, Fil-st Lieu
tenant and Second Lieutenant ;;hall lw 
entitled to wear a ribbon with u blue cen
ter, and a red, white and blue border on 
each side, the same as is now worn. The 
members shall wear attached to their 
regulaiion badge u ribbon uf red, white 
and blue stripes of equal width, the same 
as is now worn. The Cummandery-in
Chief officer's ribbon, the DiYision officer's 
ribbon and the Camp officer's ribhon shall 
be worn attached to the regulution badge 
uy:officers only, while holding office. 

Sec. 5. The regulation badges of the 
Order shall not b~ plated, gilded or 
changed in any manner. 

Sec 6. A 11 badges shall be worn on 
the left breast of the coat, the tops of the 
ribbon forming a horizontal line, the 
upper end of which shall be from two to 
four inches (according to the height of the 
wearer) below the upper line of the shoul
der, and in accordance with the regula
tions of tlte United States Army ; the same 
ii; now, or may hereafter be made. 

ARTICLE XVI. 
FLAGS AND COLORS. 

Sec. 1. Each dnly constituted body of 
the Order may have two flags of the full 
regulation size of 1861-65, to-wit: Six 
feet six inches fly, and six feet deep on 
the staff; also two small colors of silk, as 
hereinafter defined, 



Sec. 2. Camp$-The first, or ~ ational 
colors of 1,tartl and stripes, with the name 
and number of the C.unp, the name of the 
Order, and the location of the Camp on tho 
Rtripes, in an approprir,te manner in gold 
letters. The second, or Camp color, uf 
blue, with the Anus of the Order in the 
center of the flag, and appropriately ar
ranged around the samP,, the name nml 
number of the Camp, the name of the Or
der and the location of the Camp in gol,1 
letters. The reverHe of the Camp color 
shall contain the Arms and colors of the 
state in which the Camp is lo<·ated; and 
the same wording, in gold letters, as the 
ohverse. 

The fringe of thll flag shall be of worsted, 
Ailk, gilt or gold bulliQn, and the cords am! 
tassels of worsted and silk, silk gilt or silk 
and gold mixed. Both flagR shall be pro
Yitled with the jointed staffs, brass spear· 
heads or l!'ilt eagles, substantial belts and 
good oil-cloth co,·ers. The two small or 
Camp colors shall also be of blne, with 
worsted, silk or gold bullion fringe, an,! 
poles of conn>nient length, properly orna
mented. In the center of each c:ojor shall 
appe,1r the number of the Camp. The~P 
colors shall also be provided with suitable 
oil-cloth covers. 

Sec. 3. DiviRion Encampments-for first 
or National color, oi stars and stripes, with 
the words, ''---Division (giving the full 
name of the state), Sons of Ycteram, 
United Rtates of America," on the stripes, 
in gold letters, in an appropriate manner. 
The seconrl, or Encampment color, of red, 
~ame shade as the National color, with the 



Coat of Arm,; of the Order in the center of 
the flag, the --- Division giving the full 
name of the state, above the center piece, 
and the words, "Sons of Veterans, United 
States of America," below the same all in 
gold letters. The reverse of the Encamp
ment flags shall contain the Arms of the 
state of which the Division is composed, in 
the center, with the same worcls in the 
same manner as the obverse. The fringe 
nf the flag shall be of silk or gold bullion, 
and the cords and tassels of silk or silk 
and gold mixed. Both fia_l!"s shall be pro
vided with jointed staffs, gilt eagles. sub· 
stantial belts, and good oil-cloth covers. 

The two small or Encampment colors 
~hall also be of rerl, same shade as the 
:-iational color, with silk or gold bullion 
fringe, and staffs of convenient length, 
properly ornamented. In the center of 
t'ach flag shall appear the crest and motto 
of the Order; above the center the wor<lR, 
"--- Di vision, (giving the full name of 
state), and below, the Fame wordia, "Sons 
of Veterans, United States of America." 
Both flags shall be provided with suitable 
oilcloth covers. 

Sec. 4. Commanderv-in-Chief-the first 
or ~ational color of stars and stripes with 
the words "Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans, United States of America," ou 
the stripes in an appropriate manner, in 
gold letters. 

The second, or Commanderv color of old 
gold. In the center of the flag shall ap
pear the Coat of Arms of the Order ahove 
the same, in gold letters, the words, 
"Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Yeterans," 



and below the Coat of .\rms the words, 
"Unite<l States of America." The re,·er8e 
nf the flag i,hall contain the Coat of ArmH 
of the UnitPd States in the center, with the 
Hame words, in the snwe manner as the 
ub,·erRe. The fringe of the flags shall be 
of gold bullion, and the tassels and cordH 
of gold. Both the flagB shall be provided 
with first-class jointed staffs, fine gilt 
eagles, subRtantial belts and oil-cloth co,·
ers. 

The two small or Commandery colors 
Rhall also be of old gol,I with gold bullion 
fringe, and staffs of convenient length, 
properly omamentPd. In the center of 
each flag shall appear the crest and motto 
of the Order; above the center-piece with 
the words, "Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans," and below the same the words, 
"Unitrcl Stat.rs of America." Both flags 
shall be provided :with suitaule oil-cloth 
cu,·ers. 

Sec. 5. The Commandery, Division and 
Camp flags and colors shall be displayed 
at all stated or special meetings of their 
respecth-e bodies, and on parade. 

ARTICLE XVII. 
COAT OF AR)IS. 

The Coat of Arms shall be as follows: 
Shield-The field is white; two sabres 

crossed, points up, in proper colors, en
signed by a wreath of laurels, green ; on a 
chief azure (heraldic blue cobalt); the 
rising sun,gold; in the disc the monogram 
S. Y. in vermliion; on the white field ar
u.nge thirteen stars of fiye pointR, ns in tlie 
cut, in yermilion. 



Supporters-On the right a soldier, in 
fatigue uniform ( without arms) of 1861-18Ci5, 
viz.: dark blue blouse, light blue pants, 
zouave cap, cross anrl waist belts of brown 
leather, on the buckle the letters ''U.S." 
On the left a sailor-navy blue shirt and 
pants, black silk necktie and regulation 
cap. 

Crest-An eagle (American) on rocks, in 
proper colors. 

The ~crolls containing the mottoes are 
white, shaded at the ends with crimson 
Jake; letters black; the ornaments border
ing the shield,and under the same, of gold; 
the flags, naval and military, with cannon 
and muskets, all in their proper places and 
colors. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 
FINANCES AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sec. 1. The money and supplies of the 
C8mmanderv-in-Chief shall be in the cus
tody of the Quartermaster General; of the 
Division,in the harnlR of the Division Quar
termaster.. The disbursement of funds of 
the Commandery-in-Chief and of the sev
eral Di visions shall only be in behalf of the 
Sons of Veterans, its incidental expenses, 
and to promote and forward the interests 
and welfare of the Order. 

Sec. 2. Disbursements shall only be 
made by direction of the Commandery-in
Chief and the several Division Encamp
ments, the • Council-in-Chief and Division 
Councils, respectively; provided that dur
ing the intervals of the meetings of the 
different Councils, the Commander-in
Chief and the Commanders of the several 
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Divisions may order disbursements tu 
meet the usual and ordinary expen~es of 
their respective bodies. All requisitions 
for money upon the Quartermaster (il'll
eral and Division Quartermaster :shall bu 
drawn dy the Adjutant General, or Adju
tants, respectively, and such req11isitio11s 
must be approved and signed by the Com
mander-in-Chief or the l>ivbion Comman
ders for their respective bodies. 

ARTICLE XIX. 
PASS-WO.RD AND COUi'iTERSlGN. 

Sec. 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall 
select, and by means of a cipher, distrib
ute the semi-annual pass-word and coun
tersign to Divbions not in arrears. He 
shall so regulate the sending out of the 
same that they will reach the headquarters 
of each Division by the first days of JunP 
and December of each year. The several 
Division Commanders shall, in turn, sN, 
that by cipher the new pass-word and 
countersign reaches each Camp on or be
fore the mght set for the installation of the 
newly elected officers, and that the same, 
are duly promulgated on that occasion. 
but only to such Camps as have sent in all 
reports and paid per capita tax. The 
Commander-in-Chief shall change the 
pass-word and countersign whenever, in 
his opinion, the interests or the Order de
mand it. The pass-word shall in all cases 
be the name of an officer or 'indiYidual; 
the countersign t!rnt of a battle or place. 

Sec. 2. Any member of the Grano Army 
uf the Republic, or honorably discharged 
soldier, sailor or marine who seryed in the 
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U_nion Army or Navy during the war of 
1861-1865,may be admitted to the sessions• 
of any Camp, after having satisfied the 
Captain of his right to be recorded such 
privilege.· 

ARTICLE XX. 

RITUALS, ETC. 

The general use of the Ritual for Camp 
services is prohibite•l; 110 Camp shall be 
allowed over four Rituals, and the Camp 
Captain shall make it his especial duty to 
see that each and all of his subordinatt>s 
are fully instructed as to their duties and 
parts. 

ARTICLE XXI. 
RELIGIO.N' .I.ND POLITICS. 

It shall be the special duty of the Com
mander-iy-Chief to see that the Orde1· 
fully maintains for all coming time and in 
all respects, tis claim of being a strictly 
non-sectarian and non-political associa
tion. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

RESIGXATION AND LE..l VE OF ABSE::S-CE. 

Sec. 1. Leave of absence and resigna
t.ion of commissioned officers shall be ap
plied for and forwarded to the Command
ing officer in charge of the headquarters 
from whence the commission wa,; fssued. 

, Sec. 2. Elective officers of Camps ab
senting themselves fro;-11 the jurisdiction 
uf their Camps for thirty days or morP 
~hall apply to the Division Commander 
for leave of absence. 
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Sec. 3. l<.:lective otllcer~ of DiYi~ion~ ah
~enting themsPlves from the DiYiRion thi1'
ty <lays or more ~hall apply to the Uow
mander-in-Chief for leave of absence. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 
~o member of the Sons of YetcranR, 

U. S. A., shall use the name of the Ordf'r 
as a sign for any advertising purpO!l<'. 
NewRpapers and magazines pub!ifihed in 
the interest of the Order by members ui 
the Order alone excepted. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 
It shall be lawful for the members of thiR 

Order to use either the term ·'Comrade" 
or "Brother" in addressing each other. 

ARTICLE XXV. 
Sec. 1. The Quartermaster General's 

department shall be establi11he<l and be 
made permanent, and the QuartermastPr 
General be made directly accountable to 
the Commander-in-Chief, indemnifying the 
Order against loss by a bond of ten thou
Rand dollars, and there Phall be upon said 
bond two sureties, each of whom shall qual
ify in a sum not less than twice the sum 
fixed in the bond; and the Quartermaster 
General shall be elected bv the Comman
dery-in-Chief, and his annual salary fixed 
at fifteen hundred dollars per annum. He 
shall hold office for three vears. 

This section shall take effect at the 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in 
the year 1892. 

Sec. 2. Should a vacancv occur in the 
office of Quartermaster General, the Com
mander-in-Chief shall appoint an Acting 
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Qtrnrtermaster General to fill the position 
until the first succeeding regular meeting 
of the Commandery-in-Chief; and at such 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief a 
<J,uartermaster General shall be electe<l to 
serve the unexpired term. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 
No member shall be eligible to election 

for office at any meeting of the Comman
dery-in-Chief, or Division Encampment, 
unless present at such meeting. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 
CAMP PACKET. 

A Camp Packet shall consist of: 
1 Form A-Descriptive Book. 
1 " B-Q. 1\1. Storgeant's Receipt Book. 
1 O-First Sergeant'A Requisition 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
] 

1 
1 
1 
3 

5 

Book. 
D-1\Iinute Book. 
E-Ledger. 
F-Cash Book. 
G-Roll Book of Members, Com

rades G. A. R., Union sol
diers, sailors and marines. 

" II-Black Book. 
" 1-G. 0. File Book. 

Regulation Badge. 
Blue Book. 

" II-Constitutions, R. & R. 
9-Receipts of the Evening. 

·2-Chaplain's Card. 
13-Camp Council Quarterly Re

ports. 

" 

20-Burial Service :B..QQks. 
21-Rituals. 
4-Transfer Cards. 
fi--.fR-av~ of A bscnce. 



80 

,5 Form (,-Honorable Discharge. 
,:; 7-Past Officers' Uredentials. 
6 li-Xon-Cornmissioned Staff \Var-

rants. 
ti 10--Q . .\1. Sergeant's )lonthly Re-

ports. 
I\ 19--Q. )1. 8ergeant's and Camp 

Councils's Bonds. 
10 I-Requisitions for Supplies. 
10 8-Delegates' Credentials. 
10 8}-f-Alternates' Credentials. 
20 " 3-Applications for 111embership. 
20 • " 14-Xotice to Delinquent Mem-

bers. 
20 " 18-0de Cards. 
20 Hi-Form of Request on \Var or 

X avy Department for Ances
tor's Record. 

Also a Black List (containing the names 
of all persons who have been dishonorably 
discharged). 
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RULES OF ORDER. 

For the Commandery•in•Chief and All Subordi• 

nate Branches of the Sons of Veterans. 

COMMAN'DIXG OFEICERS. 

1. The Commanding Officer shall state 
P-Very question properly presented to the 
meeting, and shall pronounce the decision 
of the same on all suhjects. Before putting 
a question to a vote he 1-shall ask: "fa the 
Commandery ready for the question?" If 
no member shall rise to speak, the Com
manding Officer shall rise and put the 
question, and after he has arisen, no mem
ber shall be permitted to speak upon it. 

2. The Commanding Officer may speak 
to points of order in preference to other 
members rising for that purpose. If two 
or more members of the Comrnandery rise 
to speak at the same time, the Command
ing Officer shall decide which memter is 
entitled to the floor. 

3. The Commanding Officer shall, if he 
so elects, decide all questions of otder 
without debate, subject, however, to an 
appeal to the meeting by any member, 
when the question shall be, "Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judg
ment of the Encampment?" 

4. No question shall be put by the Com
mandiJ;lj)(Jfficer that has not been duly sec
onded·~nfl, stated, and if any two members 
demand .it; the Commanding Officer sball 
require' 'th'ili i~.1+estion to be reduced to wr;i
ing, and prese~t,~d in that form. 
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5. ,vhen the deci;;ion of any vot.c iH 
doubted, the Commanding Officer shall 
direct the proper officer to count the vote 
in the affirmative and negative, and report 
the result to him. 

MEMBERS. 

/\. Each member desiring to speak shall 
arise and respectfully address the Com· 
manding Officer. He shall strictly confine 
his remarks to the 4.uestion under debate, 
and shall carefully avoid all personalities, 
and all indecorous or sarcastic language. 

7. Any improper conduct. the use of any 
abusive, disorderly or profane language, 
the disobedience of the orders of a Com
manding Officer, or any misbehavior of any 
member in the meeting, shall render him 
liable to be tried by Court l\Iartial, and to 
punishment for his misconduct. 

8. A member speaking shall not be in
terrupted, except to call him to order, or 
for the purpose of explanation. 

9. If a member.while speaking, is called 
to order, he shall, if so directed by the 
Commanding Officer, take his seat until the 
question is decided, when, if permitted, he 
may proceed. 

10. Any conversation calculated to dis
turb a member while speaking, or to hinder· 
the transaction of business,shall be deemed 
a violation of order, and if persisted in, 
shall incur censure. 

11. A motion may be withdrawn by the 
mover and second before a vote is had. 

12. A division of· a question containing 
two or more distinct propositions may Le 
demanded by any member. 
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13. The naruo of a member making a 
motion shall be entered on the.minutes. 

14. All members present entitled to vote 
Rhall vote on all questions, unless excused 
by a vote of the meeting, to be taken with
out debate. 

15. No member, exc.;ept by unanimous 
consent, shall speak longer than five min
utes on any subject or question, and no 
member shall 1<peak more than once on any 
subject or question, until all who desire to 
speak shall have had an opportunity to do 
so, and then only by permission of the 
Commanding Officer, and not longer than 
five minutes. 

16. When a member is called t.o order 
for words spoken in debate, the objectiona
ble words shall, if required, be reduced to 
writ1ng. 

DEBATES. 

17. When a question is before the meet
ing, the only motions in order shall he: 
first, to take :i recess; second, to lay on the 
table ; third, the previous question; fourth, 
to postpone indefinitely; fifth', to postpone 
for a definite period; sixth, to postpone; 
Aeventh, to refer; Pighth, to amend; all of 
which motions shall have precedence in 
t.l1e order named, and the first three shall 
be decided without debate. 

18. ,vhen the previous question is 
moved by a member of one Division and 
seconded by at least two members of other 
Divisions, or in Division Encampments, 
when moved by a member of one Camp 
and seconded by at least two members of 
other Camps, it shall preclude all other 



motions and debate; and it shall be put in 
this form: "Shall the main question now 
be put?" If the main question be ordered 
the vote shall at once be taken without de
bate. 

MOTIOXS, ETC. 

19. A motion to adjourn is always in 
order, except: First, while a member is 
speaking; second, while a vote is being 
taken; third, when to adjourn was the last 
preceding motion. A motion to adjourn 
can not be amenrled, but when made to ad
journ to a gfren time or place, it is open 
to amPndment and debatP. If a motion to 
adjourn is carried, the Commanding Officer 
shall close immediately, in due form; if in 
Camp meeting, or, if in DiYision or Com
mandery Encampment, it is understood to 
mean a recess until the following day, ex
eept at the last.,lav's session,when it means 
an adjournment. sine die. 

20. But two amendments can be pend
ing at one time. 

21. The reading of any paper relath·e to 
the subject under consideration shall al
wavs be in order. 

22. When a question bas been postponerl 
indefinitely, it shall not again be acted up
on at the same meeting. 

23. ·when a blank is to be filled th•· 
question shall be taken first on th;, largeRt 
Hum or number, or the longest or late~t 
time proposed, or in the order of nomina
tion, if to be filled in with the name of a 
person. 

24. The yeas and nays mav be requirPd 
and entered upon the minutes, at the call 



of any three members, and each member 
present shall be required to pla~e his vote 
on record, unless excused. 

25. All reports and resolutions shall be 
submitted in writing, and when from a 
committee they shall be signed by a ma
jority of the same. 

2ti; ,,·hen a majority repnrt is followed 
by a report from tbe minority of the com
mittee, the former shall lay upon the table 
until the latter is presented, after which, 
on motion, either may be considered. 

27. When a report has been read it shall 
be considered properly before the meeting, 
without any motion to r.ccept. 

28. When a report is submitted with a 
resolution attached, action shall be had on 
the resolution only, unless the report be 
considered improper or incomplete, when 
it may he recommitted. When no resolu
tion accompanies the report, such report 
may be altered or amended or adopted as 
read. 

No report or resolution properly before 
the meeting shall be withdrawn without 
permission of said body, the same to be 
given or refused without debate. 

29. The questions not debatable are: 
FirBt, to adjourn, when to adjourn simply; 
r1econd, to lay on the table; third, for the 
previous question: fourth. to take up any 
particular item of business; fifth, to grant 
leave to speak; sixth, to grant leave to 
withdraw a report or resolution; seventh, 
to excuse from Yoting. 

30. Cushing's ::IIanual shall govern all 
cases of order not embodied in the forego
ing rules, and it is hereby especially pro-
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vided that thhe Rules of Order shall not 
he altered, added to or amended, excrpt 
upon propoRitions submitted in writing, 
,1111! hy a majority vote of those pres
<'nt and voting at a stated yearly meeting 
u( the Commandery-in-Chief. 

3l. These Rules of Order shall apply to 
all branches of the Order. 

[Signed] W. H. RussELL, 
W)1. :M. P. Bowi:i,, 
A. C. BLAISDELL, 
,vll'.. D. SrEAx, 
R. Su.Aw VAN, 

Committee on C., R. & R. 
Headquarters qommandery-in-Chief,} 

Sons of\ eterans, U.S. A., • 
Cincinnati, 0., August 25, 1894. 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing 
are the Constitutions, Rules and Regula
tions for the government of the Comman
<lery-in-Chief and of all Divisions, Camps 
nnd members of the Order of Sons of Vet
f'rans, U.S. A., as amended at the annual 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, hel<l 
at Davenport, Iowa, August 20-23, A. 1), 
1894. WM. E. BuxoY 1 

C ot,imander-in Cht e.f. 
H. v. SP.11:KL:llAX, 

Adjutant General. 
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